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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 
For the Panoplist. 
. is THE INFLUENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN REGENERATION 
‘ SUPERNATURAL! 
’ Tne various and complicated operations of the human mind are 
fuund to be the result of a comparatively small number of simple 
" principles of action. These principles of action constitute the 
n general laws of mind, which, like general laws in piysics, are 
immediately resolved into Divine constitution; or, into the uniform. 
t, mode of Divine operation. In the philosophy of mind, as well as 
‘ in physics, these general, or established laws are of great utility. 
| They lead to the explanation of an inconceivable variety of phe- 
et nomena, and enable us clearly to distinguish between natural and 
- supernatural events. All phenomena, both physical and intellectu- 
is- al, capable of being reduced to these general laws, are natural 
phenomena. All phenomena, both physical and intellectual, in- 
capable of being reduced to these general laws, are supernatural 
phenomena. ‘The question before us, therefore, is this; Does the 
ps moral difference between the regenerate and unregenerate origin- 
of ate from the various modifications and combinations of those active 
= principles, which constitute the general laws of mind? Or, in other 
Words, Is regeneration an event which the Supreme Being produ- 
Pes ¢s in accordance with the general laws of mind? Before entering 
ma particular discussion of this question, it will be necessary to 
ce, 'stablish these two positions. 
Sa First. "The general laws of mind relative to moral agency are 
mes erfectly distinct {rom those relative to our moral nature. 


Secondly. In regeneration the general laws relative to our moral 
hature only, are affected. 

First. ‘Che general laws of mind relative to moral agency are 
periectly distinct from those relative to our moral nature. The 
dormer deterinine the freedom of the mental affections, or exercises, 
it not their character. The freedom of these affections renders 
hem susceptible of praise, or blame; and is, therefore, essential 
» their holiness, or sinfulness. Still it does not constitute them 
'ither holy, or sinful. The holiness, or sinfulness of the mental 
tilections results from their agreement, or disagreement with the 


ovallaw; and their agreement, or disagreement with the moral 
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law is determined by the established laws of our moral natur, 
Hence a radical distinction ‘between the established laws ¢ 
moral agency, and the established laws of our moral nature, Tip 
former determine the freedom of the mental affections, or exey. 
cises; and are, therefore, essential to their holiness, or sinfulness, 
The latter determine their agreement, or disagreement” with th 
moral law, and, therefore, constitute them holy, or sinful, |p 
otier words,—the former determine the freedom of the mental 
affections; the latter, their character. 

Secondly. Inregeneration the general laws of mind relative ty 
our moral nature only, are affected. Regencration denotes a chang 
of moral character, or of the moral affections. But, as has heey 
shown, the character of the moral affections is determined by tle 
general, or established laws of our moral nature. In regener. 
tion, therefore, these laws are necessarily affected. The moral a. 
fections, which according to these laws have been uniformly sini, 
arechanged. ‘The laws of course are suspended. On_ the con 
trary, itis equally clear, that in regeneration the established lays 
of moral agency are not affected. The first holy affection, or ex 
ercise is necessarily free, in as much as freedom is essential t 
holiness. But the freedom of this affection, or exercise, is deter 
mined by the general, or established laws of moral agency. Re 
generation, therefore, presents no obstruction to the uniform op- 
eration of these Jaws. Indeed, the moment these laws with rela 
tion to man are superseded, or their operation obstructed, he cea. 
ses to be a moral agent. Consequently, in regeneration the gu 
eral laws of our moral nature ouly are affected. 

‘The way is now prepared fora particular discussion of tle 
question;—Is regeneration an event, which the Supreme Being pn- 
duces in accordance with the general laws of mind? In illustrating 
this question I shall attempt to show, 

I. ‘That the Holy Spirit is the sole efficient cause of regener 
tions and, 

Ii. ‘That his influence is supernatural. 

I. The Holy Spirit is the sole efficient cause of regencration 
Of those, who admit regeneration, but deny it to be the work 0 
the Holy Spirit, there are two positions. ‘The first is, that I 
generation is produced by the self-determining power of the will 
the second, that it is produced by motives. 

With regard to the first position it may be observed, that on sup 
position of the entire corruption of man, it is manifestly absurt. 
Can evil convert iiself into good? «Can enmity change itself in 
love?” Evidently, this position rests upon no better foundatio® 
than ‘the contradiction’ involved «in the supposition of sell. 
change;’—a supposition contrary to reason, to analogy, to the 
scriptures, : 

The second position; viz—that regeneration is produced by ™ 
tives.—demands a more particular consideration. It is admittets 
that motives have an instruinentality in regeneration. But this ® 
perfectly consistent with their entire inefficiency. This will * 
pear obvious, if we consider the nature of the connexion betwe" 
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motives and affections. Objects, exterior to the mind, are essen- 
tial to all the mental affections; that is, every mental affection is 
necessarily exerted towards an object exterior to the mind. This 
necessity results from intellectual structure, But if every affection 
is exerted towards some object exterior to the mind, it is plain, 
that such object must be perceived, before the mind is affected. 
Motives, therefore, assume the same relation to affections, that’ 
antecedents assume to consequents. Hence the connexion between 
motives and affections is the same, as the connexion between philo- 
sophical cause and effect, or between means and their end. The 
connexion between motives and affections, therefore, is not neces- 
sary in the nature of things. - Consequently, motives possess no 
eficiency to produce affections. 
“ Again; if regeneration were produced by motives in accordance 
with the established laws of Divine operation, this change in indie 
viduals of the same age, and under the influence of the same mo- 
tives, would necessarily be simultaneous. But is it not matter of 
fact, that of individuals, who enjoy equal privileges, and are uni- 
formly addressed by similar motives, some become regenerate, 
while others remain unregeneraie? Yea, persons surrounded by 
the most inauspicious circumstances, uniformly influenced by 
vicious example, and confirmed in sinful habits, are frequently the 
subjects of regeneration; while others in circumstances directly the 
reverse, and addressed by every motive calculated to alarm their 
fears and awaken their desires;—every motive contained in the 
promises and the threatenings, the favors and the judgments of 
God.’ and urged ‘with reiterated vehemence to impress’ Divine 
‘truth upon their minds and give it a permanent influence in their 
hearts,’—continue in unabated enmity towards the character and 
government of Jehovah. This could not be. if motives ,were the 
eficient cause of regeneration. In that case, the effect of motives 
would uniformly follow their application to the mind. The simple 
consideration, that their effect does not uniformly follow their ap- 
plication, proves, that they are not the efficient cause of regenera- 
tion. ‘The position, therefore, that regeneration is produced by 
motives, is without support. If regeneration is produced neither 
by the self-determining power of the will, nor by motives, it af- 
lords negalive proof that the Holy Spirit is the sole efficient cause 
of thatchange. ‘The positive proof I shall now proceed to adduce. 
On this point the Scriptures are explicit. This source of evi- 
cence [ shall not attempt to exhaust. T'wo, or three passages 
Will be adduced to illustrate the nature of the argument. “Ex- 
cept a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingéom of God.’ «Not by works of righteousness, 
Which we have done; but according to his mercy he saved us, by 
the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” In 
these and in other passages, regeneration is directly ascribed to 
tte Holy Spirit. Says the- apostle to the Corinthians; «J have 
planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then 
hither is he, that planteth, any thing, neither he, that watereth; 
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but God, that giveth the increase.” According to the apostle, 
then, all the light that beams trom the word of God; all the mo. 
tives, which it exhibits, numerous and powerful as they are, and 
presented in the most engaging attitude, will produce no effec, 
unless accompanied by the efficiency of the Holy Spirit. The jy. 
strumentality of motives in regeneration, instead of Weakening, 
‘confirms the argument. It has been already shown, that the con. 
nexion between motives and affections is not necessary im the nature 
of things. Its existence, therefore, must be resolved into Divine 
constitution, ‘lhe Supreme Beimg chooses this mode of operatioy, 
‘ather than any other. It is true, that this connexion may be 
established, or it may not be established. If established, it js 
merely an exhibition of the uniform mode of Divine operation, | 
not established, itis an exhibition of a mode of Divine operation, 
that is not uniform; or, that is supernatural. But in both case 
the nature of the connexion is the same; and in both cases the in. 
efficiency of motives and the Divine agency are equally manilest, 
‘The instrumentality of motives in regeneration, therefore, instead 
of being inconsistent with the position, that the Holy Spirit is the 
sole efficient cause of that change, is an illustrious display of his 
efficiency; and nothing, except Divine revelation, could exhibit tw 
men more convincing proof of its reality. 

Il. ‘The influence of the Holy Spirit i in regeneration is super: 
natural. According to the established laws of. our moral nature; 
or, Which is the same thing, according to Divine constitution, in 
consequence of the apostacy of Adam “the moral affections of men 
previously to regeneration are uniforinly sinful, At regeneration 
this Divine constitution is set aside. ‘Uhe established laws of our 
moral nature, according to which the moral affections have hitl- 
erto been uniformly sinful, are superseded. New laws are estib- 
lished. ‘The constitution, which rose from the ruins of the fall, 
yields to a new consiitution: whose foundation is the new spiritual 

creation. A succession of holy affections ensues,—a_ successivol 
interrupted to be sure, but neverending. But if in regeneration 
the Holy Spirit sets aside one Divine constitution, and adopts 
another; if he supersedes one class of general laws and establishes 
another, surely his influence is supernatural; it is nut exerted in 
accordance with fixed laws. 

It is objected, that if the influence exerted in commencing the 
sanctification of sinners is supernatural, the influence exerted ! 
carrying it on, must also be supernatural. "This does by no meats 
follow. According to the principle, on which the objection rests, 
all the operations of God, in relation both to the physical and 
moral world, would be supernatural. It would be much more ac 
ecordant with truth to conc Jade, that if the agency exerted in cal 
rying on a series of operations is according to nature, the agency 
exerted i in commencing that series must be above nature. 

It is further objected, that supernatural influence is destructive 
ef humai freedom. It has been shown, that regeneration, thoug! 
the effect of supernatural influence, presents no » obstruction tu the 
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uniform operation of the established-laws of moral agency. No 
repugnance, therefore, can exist between supernatural influence 
and human freedom in regeneration. Besides in other cases, su- 
pernatural influence and human freedom pertectly harmonize. 
Who, that reads the melting strains and sublime descriptions of 
Isaiah, does not discover the most uncontrolled and vigorous exer- 
cise of the intellectual powers of the Prophet, while, through the 
impulse of supernatural influence, he utters predictions, which it 
requires the revolution of ages to accomplish? Against the posi- 
tion therefore, that the influence of the Holy Spirit in regeneration 
is supernatural, these objections have no weight. The Scriptures 
lead to the same conclusion. “If any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature.’ You hath he quickened, who were dead in tres- 
passes and sins.” «God, even when we were dead in sins, hath 
quickened us together with Christ.” In these passages language, 
borrowed from the most illustrious displays of supernatural power, 
is employed to describe the change produced by the Holy Spirit in 
them, that believes—language which, instead of being adopted to 
convey the truth, is peculiarly suited to inculcate error, if the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit in regeneration is not supernatural. 
Hence reason and Scripture both unite to establish the position,-— 
that the influence of the Moly Spirit in regeneration is supernatural. 


For the Panoplist. 
ADDRESS TO YOUTH. 


Iv youth there is a great flow of animal spirits; the nervous system 
has not lost its tone by long repeated action. ‘The fancy is active 
and unchecked. The imagination paints scenes of pleasure and 
enjoyment in brilliant and glowing colors, unchastised «by the sabler 
tints of woe” and disappointment. Expericnce has not unveiled the 
darker shades of life, which serve to check the fancy, and nip the 
opening blossoms of hope. 

‘The young of all animals are playful and sportive. The tender 
lambs on the mead sport and play around their dams. ‘The youth- 
ful birds, just trying their new fledged wings, chant merrily their 
infant notes. Through all the living tribes, the same is observable: 
the young are sportive. And shall not they be deemed morose and 
superstitious who endeavor to check youth in their mirth and 
amusements? Do not they, who oppose youthful mirth and jollity, 
oppose the universal principle of nature?) Are they not guilty of un- 
natural severity, as unnatural as scattering the frosts of December 
on the flowers of May? 

This reasoning would be good were men mere animals. Were 
they to perish at death like the brute beasts,’ they might imitate 
them in their conduct. But man is more; he is a superior being. 
Though allied to dust and worms, yet he possesses within him an 
immortal soul which shall outlive the sun and moon and stars. He 
holds a middle and important station in the works of God. In man 
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is united matter with spirit, carth with heaven, and time with eter. 
nily. Man has a frail body, having animai passions and appetites; 
on the other hand he is possessed of a spirit like that of angels, 
which can rise on the wings of contemplation above this lower 
world, enter the gate of paradise, view the beauties of the heavenly 
plains, and the gtovies of Jehovah enthroned in light; or it can wing 
is light downward, enter the gates of death and hell, and view tic 
awlul miseries of those who have sinned away the day of grace, aud 
ave forever cast off from happiness. 

With such powers of soul shall our youth imitate the playful lamh, 
or frolicsome goat? "Phe soul is the superior part and should gov. 
ern. ‘Lhere is no rational enjoyment but in the exercise of picty, 
Then the mind is employed in a noble purpose; that, for which it 
was designed by our great Creator; and upon which he grants his 
blessing. 

‘The disposition of youth to folly and levity is no reason why they 
should indulge in them. A sinful disposition is no excuse for con- 
tinuing insin. If so, the niost atrocious crimes will not only be tol- 
erated, buteven justilied. ‘The amusements of youth are often siyled 
harmless and innocent. Bui nothing can be called harmless or in- 
nocent which is inconsisten. with piety. It is confessed by all, who 
know What religion is, that no one can indulge in the amusements 
commonly practised by youth, and at the same time enjoy the com- 
forts of religion, ‘Eheir consciences testify against their thus for- 
getting God, and mispending precivus time. ‘To the mind which 
realizes the knportantrelation in which we stand to God, the duty 
we owe to him, and the fearful consequences of neglecting our duty, 
the amusements of youth do not appear as mere trifies and indiffer- 
ent actions; but as positive sins. So the Scriptures determine. 
«Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer thee 
in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and 
in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things 
God will bring thee into judgment.” 

Wile young people are “walking in the ways of their heart,” 
and doing what seemeth good in their eyes, they should remember 
that they are doing things, for which they must answer in judg- 
ment: that they will be judged not according to their ideas of things. 
but according to the pure and holy law of God, Yes, my youthful 
readers, you must be judged for all yeur youthful vanity and levity. 
You must be judged for your neglect ef sincere and hearty obedi- 
ence to the precepts of Jesus Christ. His precepts are made the 
rule of your conduct as well as the conduct of all others. 

That the conduct of youth will be brought into judgment. is ¢vi- 
dent from there being no exception in their favor,—the strict com- 
mands which are gtven to parents to give their children religious 
instruction—the directions given to youth to walk in the ways of 
wisdom—the repentance which peeple in advanced years have ex- 
pressed for the sins of their yeuth—the sinful hearts they possesss 
which must necessarily produce sinful actions—the direct expres- 
sions of Scripture that all the human race, both small and great 
Will be brought into Judement. 
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Have you ever had a realizing sense of this, my young readers? 
Have you, while indulging in youthful vanities, considered that you 
must answer for them at the bar of God, in the view of an assem- 
pled universe? Now, you may think these things are innocent 
aud harmless, but will you think so then? Will you then think it 
a light matter to live in a continual violation of God’s holy law? 
When thunderings and earthquakes and the archangel’s trump shall 
wake your sleeping dust, and call you forth to light; when the Lord 
Jesus shall come, in awful majesty, in the clouds of heaven, will 
you tell him that youth was an excuse for sin, an excuse for abus- 
ing his love and goodness? When the books shall be opened, and 
all your sins ¢*set in order before you; your idle words and vain 
conversation, your attention to frivolous amusements, your neglect 
of prayer and other religious duties, your dislike to religion and all 
things serious, What answer can you frame that will meet the ac- 
ceptance of your Judge? 

Oh! how many youth, who are now thoughtless and. careless 
about the concerns of their souls, will then be filled with remorse of 
conscience, and bitterness of spirit! With what anguish will they 
look back on thetr mispent time, their diversions and merriment! 
How will the card table and ball room then appear to them? 

My young friends, these are solemn things; they ought not to be 
furgoiten. You may strive to keep them out of mind, because they 
interrupt your mirth, and give you uneasy feelings. But remem- 
ber, that, by thus doing, you wrong your own souls. You must 
appear in judgment; you must give an account for the manner in 
Which you spend your youthful days. Are you prepared to give 
this account, and to receive the reward of your doings? 

Let this solemn question decply impress your minds. Does it 
excite uneasiness in your breasts? «Remove sorrow from thy: 
heart;” not by forgetting God; but by making your peace with him. 
Do the thoughts of death, judgment and eternity excite gloom in 
your breasts? Repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Re- 
conciliation with God, through faith in Christ (for there is recon- 
ciliation in no other way) will disarm conscience of its stings, and 
take away the gloom from the prospect of the future world. ‘Then 
would your souls be filled with peace and joy. Then would the 
thoughts of futurity gladden your hearts. 

By endeavoring to flee from God and your duty, you are treas- 
uring up “sorrow” for «your heart.” ‘The storm of divine ven- 
seance is coming upon sinners. If will come upon you if you con- 
Unue in sin. Be persuaded to avoid it by a timely repentance, and 
by putting «away evil from thy flesh.” Forsake your sins and turn 
to God. «Sin is a serpent whose sting is death.”? Flee from it; 
let it no more poison you; no longer taint your blood. The poison 
is now working in your veins, and if net checked will produce 
death, eternal death—the death of all happiness and comfort. Ge 
to the cleansing fountain, the blood of Jesus; that the plague in your 
souls may be stayed; that you may be washed and be clean. 

Stop the career of your wickedness. Cease from the sins of your 
youths «for childhood and youth are vanity.” The diversions and 
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amusements, which now so much delight you, can give no perma. 
nent happiness, but if persisted in will produce never ending mis. 
ery. They are sins, and as such will be brought forward “in the 
judgment of the great day.” Remember the dread scenes and sol. 
emn account of judgment. A. D. 


For the Panop list. 
ON THE ORGANIZATION OF THE PRIMITIVE CHURCHES. 


In the New ‘Testament, the whole number of disciples in a popu- 
lous place are spoken of as constituting a church, which is desig- 
nated by the name of the place or its inhabitants. To ordain eld. 
ers in every church was the same thing as to ordain them in every 
city. Ac ts xiv, 233 ‘Tit. i, 5. 

Hence a primitive church was not confined to a single congrega- 
tion. Five thousand men belonged to the church at Jerusalem at 
one time; these with their families aud others that heard the word, 
must have composed a considerable number of congregations. The 
church at Antioch manifestly included several congregations, for 
we find, Acts xv, 35, that Paul and Barnabas, with many others, 
were there at one time preaching the word. ‘Timothy’s remaining, 
at Ephesus to charge certain teachers concerning their doctrine, 
proves the same thing with respect to the church in that city. 

The New Testament churches were each provided with several 
pastors. "This appears from the rule to ordam elders in every 
church, and from the actual state of the primitive churches so far as 
we have information. 

Since the inhabitants of a large city and its suburbs, when chris- 
tianized, constitute one church, itis plain that there may be distinct 
parochial charges in the same church, as well as several congre- 
gations. 

‘This constitution evinces the inexcusableness of Christians in em- 
bracing such a diversity of religious opinions. In every town the 
preachers as joint pastors of one church, must teach the same doc- 
trines and observe the same ordinances. For that they should dif- 
fer from each other in presiding jointly over the same community 
would be evidenthy inadmissible. The Scripture supposes only one 
church in one place. To make a division in any church would be 
a flagrant offence. As the first churches among the Gentiles were 

gathered in cities, nothing is said in the Scripture of forming them 
in the country. It is indispensable however that they should be 
large enough to require several elders, and it is ev idently proper 
that they should not be very extensive. 

Our forefathers justly considered every church independent, but 
by limiting a church to a single congregation, they failed of having 
any efticient ecclesiastical system. May the evil be remedied b) 
establishing that order, in W hich Zion shall «look forth as the morn- 
ing. fair as the moon, clear as the sun.éand terrible as an army with 
banners.” H. 5 








On educating Heathen Youth in our own Country. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


For the Panoplist. 


ON EDUCATING HEATHEN YOUTH IN OUR OWN COUNTRY. 


TE object of this piece is to suggest to the friends of Missions a 
new, and as it is believed, a peculiarly advantageous plan of ad- 
yancing the Missionary cause, viz 

The education of those heathen youth, who, from time to time, are 


found in our country, with a@ view to employ them in civilixing and 


Christiamzing the different nations to which they belong. 

From the extent of our commerce, the natives of almost every 
heathen country, influenced by curiosity, and various other motives 
leave their country, and directed by the providence of God, are 
conveyed to this land of gospel light. 

The number of such youths in the United States, it is impossi- 
ble, at present, to determine. ‘Mhat it is very considerable, may 
be inferred from the fact, that there are now in New-England no 
less than ten from the single island of Owhyhee. 

When they arrive here, strangers to all around them, unac- 
quainted with our language; with the manners and customs, the 
arts and employments. of civilized life; destitute of property and 
of friends, they often embrace the first opportunity to return to 
their native country, Or if they remain, it is only to become 
nore wicked, and consequently more miserable in this and the fu- 
ture world, As their minds are entirely uncultivated, they have 
no fixed principles by which to regulate their conduct. Being, 
lrequentis, neglecied by pious and respectable people, and left to 
the influence of their evil propensities; they wander from place to 
place, attach themselves to the vilest class of society, become fa- 
miliar with their abominable practices, and thus tuo often come to 
anuntimely end. Should they survive, and at a future time return 
to their native land, they corrupt their fellow countrymen, preju- 
dice their minds against Christianity, and thus become obstacles 
in the way of spreading the Gospel among them. If the proper 
means were employed, no doubt can be entertained, that many of 
these youths would become the instruments of good, to themselves 
and the nations to which they belong. From the declarations and 
the providence of God, it is reasonable to hope, that some, if 
favored with a religious education, would become the subjects of 
divine grace. Let them be placed in religious families, under the 
care of persons who shall stand in the relation of parents, and to 
their instructions shall add their example and their prayers; let 
them be required to perform the various acts of religious worship; 
—let them have the prayers of the whole Christian community; 
and it is not too much to say, that at least. some of them will become 
mdeed the childven of God, and the heirs of salvation: And is not 
the bare possibility of this, enough to call forth the exertions, and 
"Xcite the prayers of Christians? 

Vor. XE, 32 
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But our views are not confined to individual good. The grea 
object in educating these youths, is, that they may be employed as 
instruments of salvation to their benighted countrymen.  Sheuld 
they become qualified to preach the Gospel, they will possess many 
advantages over Missionaries, from this, or any other part of the 
Christian world. 

1. They are acquainted with the manners and customs, the vices 
and prejudices of their countrymen. From ignorance of these, 
other Missionaries have often failed in their attempts to Chris. 
tianize the heathen. 

2. They will be free from suspicion. Most heathen nations, 
from their intercourse with those who bear the Christian name, 
but whose conduct is utterly inconsistent with the precepts of tle 
Gospel, have contracted strong prejudices against their more en. 
lightened brethren. To gain their confidence has been as dificult, 
as it is important. By employing natives, this great obstacle in 
the way of spreadiag the Gospel, would be removed. . 

3. Being united to them by the ties of blood and affection, they 
must feel peculiarly interested in- their countrymen; and_ having 
themselves experienced the evils of paganism, as well as the bles- 
sings of Christianity, they will be able to recommend the latter 
with peculiar force. ‘To see their kindred forsaking the religion 
of their fathers, the religion with which, are interwoven, as tliey 
imagine, their dearest interests; and embracing that of foreigners, 
cannot fail powerfully to affect their minds, and excite them to 
inquire and examine for themselves, 

4. Their constitution is suited to the climates of the various 
countries, in Which they shall be employed. Owing to a change 
of climate, the health of many Missionaries has been impaired, 
and their usefulness either greatly diminished or entirely prevented. 

5. They are acquainted with the language of their countrymen. 
A foreign Missionary, when he arrives at the place of ‘his destina- 
tion, -in consequence of being unacquainted with the language of 
the heathen around him, is unable to enter immediately on the ap- 
propriate work of the mission. He must first acquire a knowledge 
of the language of those to whom he is sent; to do this, is often 
exceedingly difficult, and much time is spent, and much money Is ¢s- 
pended, without any immediate advantage to the mission. A native 
Missionary, it is obvious, would not be subject to these difficulties. 

We would not be understood, by these remarks, to intimate, 
that our own countrymen ought not to be employed as Missiona- 
ries to distant heathen lands. Our only object is to specify seme 
of those advantages, which are peculiar to natives. Our Missiol- 
aries, in their turn, possess many advantages, which they do not 
By uniting both, we may with more confidence calculate upon the 
success of our exertions, 

But should not all, or any of these youths become pious, 
should they be destitute of those natural abilities, which would 
vender them useful, as Missionaries; the expense of their educi- 
tion will not be lost to the Missionary cause. If they are propel’ 
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instructed in the principles of our religion; if its professors with 


whom they associate, let their light shine in a conspicuous manner; 


Fif in short, they witness and share in, the various blessings of 


Christianity, they will be deeply impressed with its importance, 
and be impelled by the common feelings of humanity, if not by 
Christian benevolence to make vigorous efforts to diffuse its 
blessings. 

Christianity and civilization go hand in- hand, and ever have 
been and ever willbe mutual helps to each other, This being the 
case, it is indispensable that many of these youths should be in- 


F structed in the arts of mechanism, agriculture, and commerce. it 


is also highly important, that a considerable number should be 
educated as Physicians. With the healing art, most heathen are 
unacquainted, ‘Those who are instrumental in rejievings their 
bodily sufferings, and prolonging their lives, are regarded by 
them, with peculiar affection and respect. The importance of a 
knowledge of these and other useful arts to a Missionary, whethet 
native or foreign, cannot be estimated. Itis Dy the help of these 
he is to gain access to the people, acquire influence, and among 
savages, they are the only means by which he can secure his own 
safety. Many of these youths may also be usefully employed in 
teaching the arts and sciences, and thus become powerful auxiliaries, 
in the work of spreading the Gospel. 

To obtain the object proposed two things are necessary. 

1. That they be placed under the care of some public body of 
men, who shall superintend their education. 

2. ‘That permanent provision be made for their support. If they 
cepend upon the occasional Ifberality of individuals, their support 
will be uncertain; they will be obliged frequently to change their 
place of residence; and leave their studies to labor for subsistence. 
Without some permanent provision, no calculation for the future 
can be made; no regular plan for their education can be pursued. 
Without such provision, it will usually be impossible for them to 
reside together; and consequently, to retain their native language, 
an object of prime importance in their education. 

The gentlemen who compose the Board of Commissioners for For- 
eign Missions, are of the first respectability, and probably possess 
as Sreat a share of public confidence, as any similar body of men 
nour country. As they are extensively known, and reside in 
almost every part of the United States, they have peculiar advan- 
tages for obtaining that knowledge, and pursuing those measures 
concerning this subject, which are necessary. 

The Pradential Committee of that Board, to whom application 
has been made, have officially expressed their willingness to super- 
Litend the education of these youths, and to manage and appropri- 
ate all monies which shall be contributed for this purpose. 

: Phat no doubt may remain respecting the willingness or ability 
ot these youths to receive an education, or the practicability of 
Ootdining the proposed object, we shall subjoin some account of 
Senry Cbookiah, William Tennooe, and ‘Thomas Hoopo, heathen 
Youths, who are now acquiring an education in this country. 
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HENRY OBook14AH Is a native of Owhyhee, one of the Sandwich 
Isles. Among the American traders who frequently visit this island 
Was Captain brintual of New Haven, Conn.who in 1809, touched ang 
tarried sume time there. By repeated acis of kindness, he so com. 
pletely gained the confidence of ‘'amahamaah the king, that he cop. 
sented tu fet one of his young sons accompany captain B. to Amer. 
ica. ‘I'wo young lads oi the common people were received on board 
as waiters to the young prince, When the time of his departure 
actually arrived, his friends were unwilling to part with hin, but 
on certain conditions with which captain Brintnal could not com. 
ply. ‘The two tads, who weve to have been his waiters, desirous of 
seeing America, continued on board, and were landed at New Haven 
early in the spring of 1810. One of them, the subject of this nar. 
rative was named Henry, and the other ‘Thomas. For the latier 
captain Brintnal provided a suitable place, and Henry he took to 
his own house, where he was treated with that attention which his 
situation, in a strange land, peculiarly required. He soon became 
acquainted with some of the students, who, with the consent of Capt, 
Brintnal took him under their care, and agreed tu educate him, 
After residing a short time in the family of Dr. Dwight, where he 
was kindly treated and taught the first principles of christianity, 
Mr. Samuel J. Mills, one of the young gentlemen above mentioned, 
took him under his particular patronage, and sent him to live with 
his father the Rev. Mr. Miils of Torringford. Here, Henry re- 
ceived every thing necessary for his comfort and improvement, As 
he could not endure constant application to study, a part of his time 
was occupied in labor. From the deep interest which he took in 
the new objects with which he was surrounded, and a surprising 
readiness at imitation, he soon became acquainted with the various 
arts of husbandry. ‘To the improvement of his mind, every possi- 
ble attention was paid, and his progress was such as to convince 
those who instructed him, that their labor was not in vain. Te soon 
acquired a knowledge of the spelling book, and in a few months was 
able to read in the ‘Testament. By this tume he had also made con- 
siderable proficiency in the art of writing; and it was observed, that 
he learned to talk English just as fast as he learned to read it. 
When he became able to communicate his ideas in a broken man- 
ner, he would express a very tender concern for his countrymet. 
When asked whether he did not wish to return to Owhyhee, lie 
would say «Yes when me know enough.” By reading, by conver 
sation, and by hearing preaching, he made great progress in a- 
quiring religious knowledge. The. Gospel doctrines he received 
and understood with wonderful avidity and correctness. After liv- 
ing some time at Torringford, he removed with Mr. Mills his youns 
patron to Andover, where he spent two years, partly in labor and 
partly in study, and exper ienced much kindness from the divinity 
students, and other pious and charitable people of that place. 

With the religious instruction which was given him, were united 
many prayers for his conversion; and it is “hoped they have beet 
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graciously answered:—after repeated seasons of being in great dis- 


tress for his soul, he was hopetully brought into the kingdom of the 

Redeemer. 

In the fall of 1815 Henry was invited by James Morris, Esq. of 
Litchfield, to spend the winter in his family, and attend the pubtic 
erammar school, of which for several years he has been Preceptor. 
tere Henry commenced the study of English Grammar, Geogra- 
phys and Arithmetic, in which he made during the winter very con- 
siderable progress. In the spring of 1814 he returned to Mr, Muiis, 
and spent the summer principally in laboring on the farm.—At the 
annual meeting of the North Consociation of Litchfield County, in 
the fall of 1814, Henry, by the advice of his friends, applied to that 
body to take him under their care, and give him counsel and direc- 
tion as to his studies and other concerns. ‘he Consociation voted 
to comply with his request, and appointed a board consisting of three 
persons to superintend his education, and report to the Consociation 
annually. | 

Since Obookiah has been taken under the care of the North Con- 
sociation of Litchfield county, he has pursued his studies under the 
direction of their committee, so far as the charity of his Christian 
friends has furnished him with the means. He has been obliged to 
labor a part of the time for his own support; and to change from 
time to time his place of residence. ‘The evidences of his Chris- 
tian character have, in the view of those who have had most 
opportunity to observe him, been brightening. He discovers a 
strong relish for the Bible; is constant in reading it; and seldom 
will any object, or circumstances, prevent his reading daily some 
portion of the Scriptures. He has occasionally when requested, 
prayed and spoken in social religious meetings; and always per- 
formed these services to the acceptance, and, it is believed, to the 
edification of those present. 

He has studied the English Grammar so far as to be able to parse 
most sentences with facility; he has obtained considerable knowl- 
edge of Geography, and has proceeded in Arithmetic through the 
fundamental rules, the Rule of Three and Interest. 

Ife has studied one book in Euclid’s Elements of Geometry; and 
by his own exertions, without any regular instructor, has acquired 
considerable knowledge of the Hebrew. He has read several chap- 
ters in the Hebrew Bible, and translated portions of them into his 
own language. He manifests a taste for the Hebrew language, and 
is much pleased to study it. He is more and more anxious for the 
enlightening and salvation of his poor countrymen. He always 
mentions their case in his prayers, and requests his Christian 
friends to pray for them. It-seems to be his sole object to be quali- 
fied to return and declare to them tie unsearchable riches of Christ. 

_ He is now about 21 years of age. He is of an amiable and affec- 
lionate disposition, modest and obsequious in his deportment. The 
reader will form some opinion of his talents from the following ex- 
tract of a letter lately received from Mr. Harvey his present 
tustructor. «As to Henry Obookiah he is certainly promising. He 
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is possessed of an amiable disposition, and talents capable of being 
useful. He has a quick apprehension and good memory; and coy. 
sidering all the disadvantages under w hic! h he labors from early 
habits, and from the fact that he studies in a strange language, | 
think his improvement more than ordinary.” 

As to his Christian character, it may be observed, that since he 
has entertained a hope of having exper ‘ienced a change of heart, his 
conduct has been’such as becomes the Gospel. He has lately been 
baptised, and received into the church in Torringford. Mr, Mills 
observes that the account of his Christian experience, which he 
gave at his examination, was highly satisfactory. We shall close 
this narrative with a quotation from Mr. Harvey’s letter; «Henry 
is bent upon going back to his countrymen with the glad tidings af 
salvation. This seems to be his great object.” 

( To be continued.) 


LETTER TO A BROTHER AND SISTER, 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
STR, 


Tue following letter was addressed to a brother and sister without any design of its appear 
ing before the public; but by the advice of a friend I submit a copy to your consideration, 


If you chink it suited to do good, you have leave to give it a place in your useful publi 
cation, 


Dear Brother, 

We cannot reflect on our visit at your house without mingled sensa- 
tions of pleasure and pain. We rejoice with thank fulness, that God 
made our way so prosperous, and gave us oppor tunity to mingle 
our tender sympathies with your dea ar companion in her affliction. 
We rejoice and bless God that we found, and left our sister, your 
dear wife, so much more comfortable than we) feared. 

At the same time we cannot think of » but a picture which 
excites pity and pain presents itself to our view—a man—a brother 
naturally sensible, sociable and friendly, stupified-by the inebria- 
ting draught—a burden to himself; a grief to;an amiable wife; av 
example of iniquity before the children of his own body; and a pitia- 
ble spectacle to affectionate friends. We seem to hear you, as we 
did at the time, reproaching yourself with iully:—<Strange that 
man of common sense should make himself a fool.’ Think not that 
J write to reproach you. Nothing but a sense of duty, and desire 
to be faithful to a friend, could induce me to introduce the subject. 

Intemperance is a great evil. It isa sincommitted against soci- 
ety, against our families, against ourselves, and against God. 

Intemperance is a w aster of property—a destroyer of health—an 
enemy to happiness—a pointed dagger to the heart of those we love 
—and a murderer of the soul. 

You will perhaps grant all this where the sin is habitual and often 
repeated, but put ina palliative in your own case. Yours, you says 
is occasional and not often repeated, it cannot therefore fe so de- 
structive in its effects; aid God is too merciful to be strict in pu™ 
ishing occasional faults. ‘The more seldom, the less aggravated ! 
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the sin, still it is the same in its nature, though not in degree; and 
surely occasional iniquity is not innocent. God indeed is bound- 
less in Compassion, His tender mercies are over all his works. 
But divine mercy is not of such a nature as to wink at transgres- 
sion—to pass over iniquity—or to pardon even occasional sin per- 
sisted in, or unrepented of. God is too good to overlook transgres- 
sion; too holy not to abhor all sins too just not to punish every im- 
penitent sinner according to the threatenings of the divine law; and 
too merciful ever to suffer the joys of heaven to be interrupted by 
one unhallowed, discordant note. 

As God is holy, so we must become holy, or we can never dwell 
with God. As Christ is pure, so we must become pure, must be 
sanctified, or we can have neither part nor lot wity him. Overt 
acts of iniquity, whether more or less frequent or aggravated, are 
but the streams, the depraved heart is the fountain from which they 
flow. Nor can any external reformation without a change of heart, 


| constitute that «*holiness without which ao man can see the Lord.” 


We are all by nature children of wrath. «Every imagination of 
the thoughts of the heart is only evil continually.’? ‘This descrip- 
tion answers to every unrenewed heart; for “as in the water face 
answereth to face, so the heart of manto man.” Hence the neces- 
sity of a new heart. QOur Savior very emphatically taught this. 
“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God. Except a man be born of water, 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” This 
is nothing less than a change of heart—a new creation. ‘Now, if 
any man be in Christ Jesus he is a new creature; old things are 
passed away, behold all things are become new.” When sucha 
change is wrought in the heart, the fruits of holiness will appear in 
the life. The soul that is born of God delights in the divine char- 
acter, and can say with the Psalmist, «*my Joy is in his law all the 
day.” He hails the Savior as «the chief among ten thousands,” 
and with Thomas acknowledges him, «my Lord and my God.” 
Faith, repentance, humility, self-denial, weanedness from the world, 
patience under trials, devotedness to God, a spirit of prayer, con- 
stancy and delight in worship in secret, in the family, and in the 
house of God, and a cordial, habitual, persevering obedience are 
some of the fruits and evidences of a new heart. While I write I 
would apply the truth to myself; and for love sake suffer me to 
press it on your consideration. Do you know by experience what 
itis to pass from death unto life? Have you been transformed by 
the renewing of your mind into the image of Christ? Do you bring 
forth the fruits of holiness, and thus gain evidence to yourself, and 
sive evidence to others that you are the Lord’s? «Take heed to 
Yourself that your heart be not deceived.” "This concern is of in- 
unite moment. A mistake here is fatal. «I'he hope of the hypo- 
‘rite shall perish.” «When the wicked man dieth his expectation 
shall perish.” Job viii, 13, 14. Prov. x, 28, and xi, 7. Job xi, 20. 
Mal. iv, 1. But there is «a good hope through grace, which is an 
“chor to the soul? — +He that hath this hope in him purifieth him- 
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self as he” (Christ) «is pure.” He who hath this hope is born of 
God and livesto God. ‘To rest satisfied with any other hope, is to 
‘slive without hope, and without God in the world.” — It is to de. 
stroy the soul. «What shall it profit a man if he shall gain the 
whole world and lose his own-soul?’” © dear brother, b beseec}, 
you ponder upon these things. Does your past life furnish eyi. 
dence of piety, or testify that you are yet in the gall of Bitterness 
aud bonds of iniquity? If you have hitherto neglected the great 
suivation, Ll intreat you awake to consideration, and turn unto God 
belore it be forever too late. «As though God did beseech you by 
nie, I pray you in Christ’s stead be you reconciled to God.” What 
more shail Lsay? Lileave you in the hand of him who «came to 
seek and to save that which was_lost.”? and who will shortly come 
in majesty and glory to judge the world. 


Dear Sister, 

Personal visits which have nothing of religion in them are not 
the mesi interesting, and letters of friendship which leave our duty, 
our happiness, and the glory of God out of view, are comparatively 
of jitiie value. 

it is our duty to admonish, exhort. and comfort one another, as 
God giveth us ability and opportunity. We have given up our 
names to the Lord to be his forever. Do we not remember with 
gratitude the solemn, joyful day, when we stood forth in the assen- 
biy of the saints, a spectacle to angels and to men, and took the 
vows of God upon ourselves‘—when we solemnly covenanted with 
God and his church to walk in all the laws and ordinances of Christ 
This is but a reasonable service. But have we walked worthy the 
high and holy vocation wherewith we are called? Do we follow tle 
meek and lowly Jesus in the regeneration? Do we bring forth 
truits meet for repentance? 

Of the ten virgins five were foolish. They had their lamps, but 
they took no oil in their vessels with their lamps. Hence when tit 
cry was made, «the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet hin,’ 
their lamps were gene out. Doubtless this is a just representatiol 
of many professors. But J hope better things of you, though ] thw 
speak. If we are real Christians we shall lose nothing by a faith. 
ful trial of ourselves. In what I have already written on a forege- 
ing page to Brother, 1 have named some of the fruits and evidences 
of a new heart. Let us faithfully apply the truth, and devoutly 
look to God for the aids of his Spirit, that we may not deceive oul 
selves with a false hope on the one hand, nor grieve the holy Co 
forter, by giving way to the tempter, and indulging unbelief a! 
despondency on the other, if a good work is wrought in us. Ife 
are building on the sand, Satan will tempt us to cherish our fal 
hopes. If we are real Christians, he will strive by his temptatio" 
to fill us with doubts and despondency, that he may worry whol 
he cannot destroy. Hence we need to watch and pray alway. 60! 
is faithful in his werd to reprove, to warn, and to teach us, and be 
viven us rules or marks by which to prove ourselves. The di 
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of faithfulness, and kindness is also manifest, in that he has given 
to enough in his word to direct the inquiring, to support the weak, 
e- to comfort the feeble minded, and to encourage and animate all the 
he believing. 

ch This life is a scene of trials—a season of discipline. None are 
vi- exempt. Some indeed have more, some less; but all events are un- 
258 der the direction of infinite wisdom. 

nat Of trials you have your share. Indulge not the thought that God 
ro deals hardly with you, though the rod may seem severe. «For 
by whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth. Despise not thou the chas- 
hat tening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him.” Let 
‘ to us wait alway on God, and acknowledge him in all our ways— 
me receive with gratitude every favor, and patiently submit to every 


correction. Patience under trials, and submission to the divine 
will, are among the fruits and evidences of a new heart. Supreme 
love to God, and love to the brethren, ie. complacency in the saints 



































not because they belong to Christ, are also evidences of Christian char- 
ity, acter. Let us be faithful in the important duty of self-examination, 
vely and with the Psalmist earnestly look to God. ‘Search me, O God, 
and know my heart; try me and know my thoughts; and see if 
7. there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlast- 
oi ing.’ If upon faithful, prayerful examination, we find evidence 
with that we are born of God, tet us lay hold of the promises, and stay 
= ourselves upon the mighty God of Jaceb. He will not break his 
- the Jee covenant, nor suffer his faithfulness to fail. If God has begun a 
with good work ia us, he will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. 
vist Our faith may be weak, our hope languid, our joys interrupted; but 
v th we may rest assured «whom the Lord loveth he loveth unto the 
the end,” and they shall he kept by the power of God through faith unto 
forth salvation. 
Though our conflicts may be severe while we war against the 
but flesh and the devil, still let us rejoice in God, who will make us 


‘more than conquerors through him that loved us and died for us.” 
Does sin strive to rise and reign, how welcome the promise, «six 
ati we na have dominion over you.” Does Satan tempt, and even 
ve uffet us? how supporting and comforting this promise, «The God 
cuit. A f peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly.” Does the 
vorld oppose? how sweet the Savior’s voice: «Be of good cheer, I 
lave overcome the world.” Are we as the feeble, or lambs of 
vist’ flock? He will gently lead us, and carry us in his bosom. 
ind he saith «I give unto them eternal life, aitl they shall never 
perish.” Indeed the word of God is full of direction, counsel, and 
omfort. Let it then be our constant companion and counsellor. 
at us be vigilant, patient, humble, and faithful; and when the great 
Shepherd shall appear, we shall also appear with him in glory. 
That the Lord may accompany this letter with his blessing to 
our husband and to you; and that your dear children may be 
lessed. is the prayer of your affectionate brother, 
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ON EVIL SPEAKING. 


To the Editor of the Panoplis, 
sIn—— 

Amunst all the important and interesting subjects in moral miscellany, diseussed in you, 
useful publication, | lo not recollect lately to have seen that of evil speaking 0 ‘tho. 
roughly examined, as tts maguitude, considered as an evil, seems to require. If yoy 
think the following discussion worthy of a place in the Pangplist, you are at liberty t 
insert it. 


Mvcu is said by good men and in the sacred oracles, against evil 
speaking; and the attentive observer cannot but see that it is, jn 
Church and in Society, an evil, attended with very serious and 
alarming consequences. Such is the prevalence of evil speaking, 
in this day of political and ecclesiastical dissention, that it deserves 
a candid and thorough examination. And if this attempt to ex. 
amine it should prove successful, in exposing its moral turpitude, 
and in checking its prevalence, the great object of the attempt will be 
answered. ‘lo make the examination of this subject interesting 
and useful, it appears necessary to define evil speaking; to ascertain 
its cause; to describe some of its consequences; and to inquire into 
the means, best calculated to prevent or check it. 

First, then, What is evil speaking? To answer this question 
properly, is no easy thing: for in giving a plain, just answer, 
something must be stated by way of opinion which may not appear 
self-evident, especially to those who are most inclined to the prac- 
tice. Evil speaking cannot be confined exclusively to false speak- 
ing. A manmay speak faisely of his neighbor, and yet speak well 
of him. He may also speak falsely through ignorance, and speak 
evil of him; and yet have no evil intention. Ananias spoke thus 
respecting Saul of ‘Tarsus, Acts ix. 13th. Neither of the cases 
just stated, can properly be called evil speaking. But, a man may 
speak falsely, that which is evil of his neighbor, and intend evil 
against him. This is evil speaking in its most odious form. 

But, itis thought, evil speaking is not confined within the nar- 
vow limit here stated. A man may affirm that which is true of his 
neighbor, which is also evil er injurious ta his reputation, with au 
evilintention. He may do this, when he has no design nor desire 
to reclaim his neighbor, when the publication of his neighbor's 
fault or faults will do no good either to himself or to the commu- 
nity; and when his sole object is to injure the reputation or the 
feelings of his neighbor. So imperfect are all men, that the tongue 
of envy and slancer will find something on which to feed itself, in 
the best of men. The practice of denominating a man a drunk- 
ard, aliar, &c. for one offence, when his general character and de- 
portment in society are good, is a species of evil speaking. I 
places good men in the same rank with the most vile; for good 
men have been found guilty of these crimes. This practice seems 
to have originated in part, from a maxim said to be known in [aW. 
‘once a thief, always a thief’ But let us extend or invert this 
maxim and it will be found radically defective. By extending it 4 
little, we may say, «once a drunkard, a liar, a debauchee. * 
knave, a murderer, or a madman, always such.’? And accordil; 
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to this rule, Noah was always a drunkard; Abraham, always a 
liar; Moses, always a madman; David, always a debauchee and a 
murderer; and Peter, always a profane swearer and a dissembler. 
] may add, he who is once an evil speaker is always an evil speaker. 
By inverting the maxim, we may say, “once an honest man, al- 
ways such;” and then, if a man be reputed honest and be really 
such till he arrives to manhood, he cannot be a thief. It fol- 
lows therefore, that this maxim is defective; and that the princi- 
ple, so often adopted in conformity to it cannot be just. 'To speak 
publicly of the faults of others, therefore, when the publication of 
their faults can do no good to society, is evil speaking, ‘To call a 
person also who has been only occasionally, perhaps once guilty of 
drunkenness or of any other crime above specified, and whose gen- 
eral deportment, both before and afterwards, evinces that he him- 
self disapproves of such things; to call such a man a drunkard, a 
knave, a liar, &c. is a very gross species of evil speaking. The 
charge is unfounded, A man’s character is made up of parts. It 
is formed by leading principles: and these are known by his gen- 
eral deportment. A single shade or obliquity does not establish 
nor give color to his whole character. Men in their dealings with 
him, or when testifying under oath respecting his general character, 
deny that such assertions are true. Appealing then to common 
sense, it will be found that, to denominate a man by any of these 
defamatory epithets, for one offence, is evil speaking: that it 
argues an evil intention, 

That there are times, when the faults of others, and especially 
of those who are notoriously vicious and malevolent, ought to be 
made public, is readily admitted. It was right for Jonathan to 
inform David, that his father Saul intended to kill him. It was 
right for Paul’s sister’s son to inform the chief captain, that cer- 
tain Jews intended to kill Paul. The reason is plain: David and 
Paul were in danger from the malice of their enemies. In all such 
cases, when there is danger of a person’s suffering or sustaining 
an injury from the malice or dishonesty of a thing, it is right for 
those who know this danger to speak plainly of the evil intentions 
of their enemies, both to him who is in danger and to those whe 
may be concerned for him, This however relates to those who 
have discovered an intention to injure others; to those who have 
thus betrayed a malicious or dishonest principle; and also to those 
cases, in which the effects of such a principle will be injurious to 
others, But apart from such cases, the publication of others’ 
faults, and in particular of such as appear to be the effect of sudden 
temptation and not of settled design, is evil speaking. The way; 
therefore, is prepared to give amore particular definition of evil 
speaking. Itis, speaking that of others which is evil or injurious, 
With an evil intention. It is affirming that which is evil of them, 
Whether it be true or false, with an intention to do them an injury 
or without an intention to do them or others good. How frequent 
then, is evil speaking! How many there are, who stand daily 
“onvicted of, and condemned for, this baneful practice! Some may 
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dissent from such a definition of this vice: for it will, no doubt, 
clash with their feelings and theircommon practice. But [ have give, 
this definition, with a full conviction, that it is fairly supported by 
the letter and spirit of Divine revelation. I am fully persuaded, 
that no one can speak that which is evil of others, in the manner, 
or according to the definition above stated, who docs not at the 
same time directly violate that great summary of the law and the 
prophet. «All things whatsoever ye would, that men should do 
to you, do yeevenso tothem.” If then, the above is a just def. 
nition of evil speaking, the way is prepared to inquire 

Secondly; What is its cause? To this question, it may in general 
terms, be replied, the great cause of evil speaking is a depraved, 
wicked heart. However some of the advocates for the native 
goodness of the human heart may plead in defence of its purity and 
moral excellence, yet we find that the pencil of inspiration has 
given the following shaded, dismal picture of that which is thus 
highly esteemed by these men: «The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked.” «Out of the heart of men, »ro- 
ceed evil thouglits, adulteries, fornications, murders, th .., 
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blas. 
phemy, pride, foolishness.” Such is the heart of all men by na- 
ture, according to the testimony of inspiration. his then, is 
the great cause of evil speaking. «For out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth speaketh.”” And if the heart be such as is 
here described, the indulgence of these evil propensities will be 
amply sufficient to produce such an effect. But in order to make 
this part of the subject more plain and impressive, it is necessary 
to observe, that although this wicked heart is the cause, or as | 
may say, the first cause of evil speaking, there are also others, 
which may be denominated second causes, or more immediate oc- 
casions of speaking evil. ‘These are the things which immediate- 
ly produce this effect, which, as it were, set this wicked heart in 
motion, or pave the way for its operation. It is proper therefore, 
to state some of those things, which are the more immediate occa- 
sion of evil speaking. 

1, Unfaithfulness and duplicity in dealing are an occasion of It. 
Some men are unfaithful in their dealings: they give just occasion 
for uneasiness and for suspicions respecting their integrity. 
Some also use duplicity in their language, or their forms of engage- 
ment, and even in much of their conversation, There are some 
just grounds for complaint, arising from the avarice, and ambi- 
tion, and apparent dishonesty of many men. And when these evil 
propensities are indulged and produce unfaithfulness and duplicity, 
in some, it may be expected that ethers, under the secret influence 
ef the same propensities, and when, of course, opposite interests 
clash, will speak evil of those who are thus chargeable. They will 
not only condemn such principles and practice in others, but; 
under the influence of irritable passions excited by disappointmen! 
or by deception, they will speak evil with an evil intention: they 
will gratify a spirit of retaliation, at the expense of another’s I 
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bt, utation, if not at the expense of truth. Being often disappointed 
( and irritated, by the unfaithfulnuess and duplicity of others, men of 
by like passions will acquire a habit of evil speaking; they will learn 
ed, io censure and.condemn not only bad, but even good men, if they 
er, happen, in any instance, to deviate from the strictest integrity. It 
the ence appears, that unfaithfulness and duplicity in dealing and in 
the conversation are an occasion of evil speaking. 

do 9, Sarcasm and invective, under the name of jesting is an oc- 
‘fi- casion of it. This kind of jesting may well be denominated 

vulgar; andit is a mark of an envious, unfeeling mind. Sarcasm 

ral or invective may be called a species of evil speaking: for it is 
ed, always at the expense of some person or persons happiness; and it 
ive is doing violence to truth and to common sense, to say that it is 
nid not intended to give, at least, momentary pain. It is thus direct- 
128 ly calculated to offend. No gne, when in company, is willing to 
is be made the sport of a buffoon; nor to suffer patiently the sarcastic 
all revilings of aclown, who, forsooth, would pretend to be in jest. 
r- Such clamor, (for so it may be called,) is irritating. For if it has 
a any point or meaning, it amounts to crimination. And being such, 
(lS- and commonly considered such, it produces recrimination. Sar- 
1a- casm then, is an occasion of evil speaking. For it provokes to 
is retaliation. It tempts him who is the object of it to revile others. 
of It sours, and irritates, and hardens all those, who suffer it, more 
is especially if they are of like passions. 

be 3. The want of areligious education often prepares the way 
ike for evil speaking. The minds and especially the habits of men, 
uy in relation to moral principles and conduct, are commonly formed, 
; | during their minority. ‘Their habits of feeling and acting are com- 
Ps, monly fixed, deeply fixed, ere they leave the paternal roof. And 
aC- if they are destitute of a religious education, they want those im- 
te. pressions respecting the omnipresence of Jehovah, respecting His 
in law, their accountability fo Him, their desperate wickedness in 
1°, His sight, and the certainty and solemnity of that judgment, which 
Cas aWaits them at His tribunal, which alone can restrain them in the 

hour of temptation. And wanting these, they are prepared to in- 

It. | dulge, not only their wicked hearts, but also their unbridled 
ion tongues. A merely polite education may teach them how to modify, 
ty. but it never will teach them effectually, nor even generally, to re- 
ge- ‘train, evil speaking. If youth and children are without a relizious 
me education, they are unrestrained by any just sense of moral accoun- 
\bi- ability. They have not the fear, even the slavish fear of God be- 
vil fore their eyes. And being destitute of this, the great bond of re- 
ity, straint on sinful man, they are prepared to yield to every tempta- 
nce fon: they are prepared, when crossed in the pursuit of any favo- 
sts rite object, or in the indulgence of any favorite passion, to re- 
vill proach, or slander, or calumniate, without fear of retribution, 
mut ‘very one Who opposes them: they are prepared to retaliate an in- 
ent jury, and to speak with a revengeful disposition, those evil things, 
ey Which may tarnish or blast the reputation of every opponent or 
re: Tival. Not being taught, they know no better than to act out the 


hature of their hearts. Again, 
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4. The example of superiors is an occasion of evil speaking, 
This example too often accompanies a neglect of the religious edy. 
cation of children. Parents and masters, who pay no attentio, 
to the religious education of those under their care, too commonly 
teach them, by their example, to speak evil of others. Such par. 
ents and masters have no religien themselves. ‘They do not feel jtg 
power nor act under its bfluence. And when, by their irreligious 
example, they teach thew children to speak ev ‘il of others, they 
have truly an astonishing influence on their minds and habits, Foy 
example is powerful indeed: and the example of such parents and 
masters, in relation to evil speaking, is but too generally rendered 
more powerful, by that want of the fear of God which marks their 
Whole deportment. Nothing can be more pow erful in confirming 
the habit of evil speaking in children, than the example of parents 
and masters. But the evil is not confined within these limits. | 
extends to those who are in offices of trust or in places of distinc. 
tion in society. If such men speak evil of others, their example 
has an influetice on the common people, in a very near proportion 
to their respective stations above community. ‘They then exhibit 
an example. which inferiors in society may, and are disposed to 
imitate under their sanction. The common practice of slandering 
good men, and of reviling religion and its advocates, in newspa- 
papers and in demoralizing tracts, ballads, and songs, has a great 
influence on the public mind. Those who engage in this work dis- 
cover and use precisely that degree of art, and that style of lan. 
guage, which are calculated to excite vulgar prejudices: and thus 
to produce evil speaking. And stubborn facts warrant the asser- 
tion, that much evil speaking is occasioned by these frothy, demor- 
alizing productions of bad men. 

Having examined the cause of evil speaking, we inquire, 

Thirdly; What are some of its consequences? These are all inj- 
rious, and some of them are very destructive both to present ané 
future happiness. Some relate more immediately to evil speakers 
themselves, and some to others. 

One consequence of evil speaking is, it injures the reputation of 
such speakers: for it betrays an envious, unfriendly disposition. 
Common as evil speaking is, it is yet true, that those who prat- 
tice it meet the disapprobation not only of good men, but of others 
like themselves. They lose the esteem and the confidence 0! 
others: for no one is willing to intrust them with any secret of tt 
smallest personal interest. They also betray a disposition, which 
renders them objects of disgust. Men of strict virtue and integ- 
rity are unwilling to associate with them, and are unprepared 
recommend them as good members of civil community. Evil 
speaking also hardens them. It blunts and sours all their symp# 
thetic feelings, and prepares them te cherish and even cultivate 3 
spirit of hardness, especially towards those of whom they speas 
evil. For if, as is too often the case, they meet with a reprisi : 
or are passionately called on to explain themselves, their o¥” 
pride prompts them to vindicate their assertions, and thus marsha’ 
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them in hostile array against those whom they have made their 
enemies. It hardens them also against all religious impressions 
and religious obligations; and thus paves the way for their final 
destruction: for it makes them enemics to those who have done 
them no injury, and who are perhaps the humble followers of Jesus 
Christ, insomuch that they have no fellowship, nor intimacy with 
such men, and are driven to support their sinking reputation by 
destroying, if possible, that of othcrmen. In such a state, they 
forget God; they often obliterate the remains of early serious im- 
pressions; and are insensibly hardened in sin until they are fit for 
destruction. 

Another consequence of evil speaking is, it destroys the peace 
of society. Of every evil speaker, it may truly be said, in the 
language of Scripture, «One sinner destroyeth much good.” He 
contributes the full weight of his influence, in stirring up strife, 
by exciting the irritable and revengetul passions of those who are 
the objects of his slander. And although his merit may be scarcely 
known, and his influence in the scale of virtue imperceptible; yet 
his influence in disturbing the peace of society, and in spreading 
misery, may be widely extensive. Such is often the fact. Evil 
speakers contribute mere to the destruction of social tranquillity, 
than almost any other class of men, who are allowed to enjoy the 
common liberty of citizens. ‘They sow those seeds of discord and 
animosity, that are productive of more disorder and more actual 
unhappiness in society, than are occasioned by the same number 
of drunkards. Evil speaking is directly calculated to call into 


exercise all the malignant passions of the heart, especially in. 


those who suffer by it. And it excites none but these malignant 
passions: for it touches men in the most tender point—their repu- 
tation. So far as its influence extends, it destroys the peace of 
society. Further, 

It is the fruitful source of litigation, and thus of lasting ill-will 
and enmity between opponents. 

According to the definition above given of evil speaking, there is 
not an instance, in all the numerous prosecutions for defamation, 
by which the annals of civil jurisprudence are shaded, that was not 
immediately occasioned by this baneful evil. For all defamation is 
evil speaking, ‘T'o this extended list of prosecutions, may be added 
many others, which have taken their rise from a spirit of revenge, 
excited by evil speaking. This is a summary way to take revenge, 
and it not unfrequently occasions actual distress, by making that 
expense of courts and attendants, which, at the time cannot well be 
sustained. It is thus an expensive evil. Nor is this all. It often 
occasions a lasting and bitter enmity between opponents, which de- 
Stroys every vestige of friendship; and which extends itself, in many 
instances, through a whole train of family connexions. Once more. 

[t is a contagious evil. As has been above stated, it is taught by 
txample, When parents, or magistrates, or those in authority, or 
in public stations are guilty of evil speaking, they influence youth, 
‘ud children, and those under them to adopt the same practice, 
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They extend and perpetuate this odious practice. They give a, 
influence which is extensively felt. It is truly a contagious evil, }; 
is easily caught by children and youth, if inculcated by parental ex. 
ample. And when thus caught and confirmed, if is deep rooted 
and almost incurable. Finally. 

It exposes men to the signal displeasure of a holy God. In Hj 
word, Jehovah has borne explicit and repeated testimony against 
all «evil speaking.” He ranks it with «bitterness and wrath, and 
nape and hypocrisy, and blasphemy.” Eph. iv, 31; Colos, iii, 

8; and 1 Pet. il, 1. From these and other corresponding scrip. 
tures, it is clear, that evil speaking is forbidden by a holy God, 
And when it is viewed as being productive of the bad consequences 
above stated, it is not extravagant to aflirm, that it exposes men to 
his signal displeasure. For it combines no ordinary share of guilt 
Though common, and indulged with apparent indifference, it is q 
crime whose aggravated guilt is far greater than most men are 
willing to adinit. It embraces a union of almost all that is malig. 
nant in the heart; of envy. enmity, revenge, and a most daring 
hardness of heart. Evil speakers take that str ange and forbidden 
work of vengeance out of the hand of God. They i assume to them. 
selves this awful work. ‘They become their own avengers. And 
by shading or blasting the reputation of those of whom they speak 
evil, they sweep away, they destroy that, in the hour of revenge, 
and with the foul, corroded breath of malice, which they never can 
restore; and which, of all things on earth, is most precious to the 
sufferers. Is this too high coloring? I appeal to the sacred ora- 
cles. **He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, 
speaketh evil of the law, and judgceth the law.” James iv, 11. He 
therefore, that speaketh evil of his brother, amd thus judgeth hin, 
speaketh evil of the law of God, and thus judgeth the law. For the 
law, as Christ has explained it, says, «Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself.” Evil speaking, then, is aimed at the law of God. 
It is a practical abrogation of this Divine law, or a denial of its 
authority. And can it in view of such a combination of evil con- 
sequences, and of this Scripture declaration, can it be called too 
high coloring, to say that evil speaking is paramount to taking the 
work of vengeance from the hand of Jehovah? Evil speakers do 
speak evil directly of the Divinelaw. By their evil speaking, they 
‘treasure up unto themselves wrath against the day of wrath, ant 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God.” They exhibit ev: 
dence of the nature of their hearts; they not only prove, that they 
are full of envy, malice, and blasphemy, but they add constantly 10 
the catalogue of their crimes; and thus provoke the displeasure of 
heaven to all upon them. And it is a fearful truth, that evil speak- 
ing imperceptibly hardens the heart; insomuch, that while the sub- 


jects of it, become less sensible of the magnitude of their 


vuilt, they actually increase their guilt, and become not only more 
hardened, but more imminently exposed to the Divine displeasure. 
It may truly be said, for observation will warrant the assertions 
that evil speaking is among those crimes, which emphatically pr 
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pare and ripen men for endless destraction. This painful truth 
may be confirmed by facts, from Korah and Dathan down to Vol- 
taire and Tom Paine. 

Sut some may ask, are all these the direct consequences of what 
has been defined evil speaking? Is this common practice so dread- 
fully wicked, and so fertile in producing evil? To such I reply; 
look at its effects and consequences on Balaain, on Absalom, Ahitho- 
phel, Shimei, Haman, Elymas, and the assembly at Mars-iill. 
These men, among other crimes, spoke evil of others and of the 
truth; they spoke evil of the law. Look also, at its consequences, 
within your own sphere of observation. Does it not produce all 
the consequences above stated? Does it not, in very many in- 
stances, appear actually to harden the heart, and thus fit and ripen 
evil speakers for destruction, as well as spread much misery abroad 
in society? Pause and ask yourselves these questions, before you 
decide against What has been said. An impartiai answer to these 
questions, it is thought, will fasten deep conviction on the mind of 
every inquirer, that all the consequences above assigned, do in fact 
follow evil speaking. Aad if its definition, cause, and consequences 
have been fairly exhibited, the inquiry may now be made, 

Fourthly; What means are best calculated to prevent or check it? 
This part of the subject demands serious attention. For the crime 
in its nature, cause, and consequences, as above presented, is a seri- 
ous evil. It may be useful here, to descend to particulars. 

i. To prevent or check evilspeaking, great personal care and 
strict, constant watchfulness must be maintained both over the heart 
and over the tongue. Every one, and more especially every one 
Who has begun to contract a habit of evil speaking, must be watch- 
ful, strictly watchful over himself: more especially when speaking 
of those who have injured him. Let every such person, when he 
hears other men speak evil, transfer this guilt and odium to him- 
self, that he may thus see his own deformity. Let him seriously 
reflect on his own past offences; and Jet this teach him forbearance. 
To check or overcome such a habit, wil! cost him no small exertion. 
It he will cease to be an evil speaker, aiter he has commenced this 
practice, he must be watchful; he must be soberly and steadily atten- 
ive; he must begin with himself; he must not only restrain or 
cease to indalge his envious, malicious thoughts, but he must bridle 
his tongue. He must cease to encourage and perpetuate this evil 
by hisown example. It is a work, which must begin at home. He 
mast take heed to himself; and he must do this, not occasionally 
tnd for a few days. but constantly and conscientiously; until he has 
formed the habit of restraint and forbearance. 

2. To prevent or check evil speaking, it is necessary, as far as 
possible, to abandon the society of evil speakers. Such persons 
ought to be shunned; for out of their mouth proceeds a sweeping. a 
“Ontagious pestilence. Every one, who would prevent or check evil 
Speaking, should learn to abandon the society of such persons; that 
Ney may suffer the tax of shame and disgrace as well as of sin. 
And When in their company, and constrained to hear their sarcasm 
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and slanders, let every friend to virtue learn, instead of smiling at 
them, to treat them with utter silence, or with marked disappro. 
bation. 

8. To provent or check evil speaking, let men learn to be hop. 
est in their dealings and upright and friendly in their intercourse. 

The love of property or money is one of the strongest passions of 
human nature. Hence if men are not honest in their dealings, they 
become the direct occasion of evil speaking; they provoke those 
who suffer by their dishonesty to revile and censure them. If there. 
fore, men would, with the Ieast shade of consistency, labor to pre. 
vent or check so vile a practice, they must be honest in their deal. 
ings. Nor is it of less importance, that they are mild, and friendly, 
and free from duplicity in their intercourse. One of the declara- 
tions of inspired wisdom is, that ‘‘a soft answer turneth away 
wrath”? And another, equally impressive and pertinent is, that «a 
man that ath friends must shew himself friendly.” But he who ig 
austere, dis-social, and inclined at the same time to use duplicity in 
his intercourse, cannot conform to these Divine rules. 'T'o avoid 
giving occasion to speak evil, men must show themselves friendly, 
It is of importance, that they study and practice, in their social in- 
tercourse, those «things that make for peace.” Much, very much 
may in this way be done to prevent or to check evil speaking. The 
sons of strife and slander must be taken as they are. If their fork- 
ed tongues are ever bridled; if their barbarous habit of evil speak- 
ing is ever checked, it must be done in part by soft answers; by 
mild, inoffensive friendly address; and by thus overcoming evil with 
good, 

4. To effect this desirable object, parents and guardians must 
teach their children and servants, both by precept and example, to 
avoid evil speaking. This evil practice is commonly begun in, 
cluldhood; and of course, it is of the greatest importance for par- 
ents and guardians, to watch carefully over their children,and see 
ihat they do not, in their tender years, learn to speak evil. ‘Theirs 
is both the duty and the privilege of training up their children «in 
the way they should go.” It is a duty, for the faithful discharge 
of which, they must account with God, that they train up theirchil- 
dren in the fear of the Lord. If they find their children inclined to 
speak, or guilty of speaking evil, they are bound to restrain them; 
they are solemnly bound to suppress, so far as they hear it, this 
baneful practice. Here parents and guardians may be eminently 
and emphatically useful. By giving their children a religious edt- 
cation; by restraining and teaching them to govern their tongues 
in childhood and youth, they may do more, if they enforce their pre- 
cepts by their own example, than all other persons, in checking 
and preventing evil speaking. Let parents and guardians then 
learn to be faithful. Let them do their duty, and this pernicious 
practice will be greatly checked, if it be not generally prevented. 

5. To prevent or check evil speaking, let every one remember 
that it is absolutely offensive to God. If this thought were real- 
ized; ifevil speakers once felt, that they were offensive and guilt) 
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in the sight of God for their evil speaking, they would be awed to 
silence; they would not dare to indulge in a practice so offensive 
and so sinful. But let every such person be honest, let him ask 
pimself with becoming sobriety, which of his evil thoughts or ex- 
pressions, which of his envious, malicious specches is hidden from 
the eye of Omniscience? or which of them is not odiously offensive in 
His sight? His fault, or his difficulty is that like the wicked spoken 
of in Scripture, “he hath said in his heart, God hath forgotten; He 
hideth his face, He will never see it.” But Jet men be honest to 
themselves: Iet them know for certainty that they are thus offen- 
sive to God, and they must, they will be silent. 

‘These are some of the means, which it is thought are best calcu- 
lated to prevent evil speaking. And if the evil be such in itself as 
has been defined; if its causes and consequences have been fairly de- 
lineated, no further arguments are necessary to show, that great 
exertions should be made to check, and if possible to prevent it. 
This is a cause, in which, at the present day, every good man, and 
every friend to virtue and humanity should feel himself deeply in- 
terested. The evil under consideration is sadly prevalent. It pre- 
vails among parents and children; among ralers and subjects; in 
the bar-room; in the store and tippling house; in the market places 
in the hall of debate; in the social party; in the highway; in the 
field; in the political circle; and even in the visible church of 
Christ. Is it not then of very great importance that the means 
above suggested, and every means calculated to prevent this de- 
structive evil, should be used, and used with diligence and perse- 
verance? Will-good men, will the friends of virtue and humanity 
fold their hands in indolence and say that all exertion is in vain? 
Will such men stand idle, and perhaps lend their aid to its continu- 
ance, by granting the simple and yet significant smile of approba- 
tion? Reason and Scripture ferbid it. And let the great, the hon- 
or. ble, and learned contribute the full weight of their influence too, 
in checking this evil. Butalas! among these men it too often finds 
a hiding place; it is too often patronized, and too often appears 
dressed in splendor and adorned with tinsel. 

How will the sons of strife and slander, who are wilfully and re- 
peatedly guilty of evil speaking, answer for their atrocious guilt, at 
the final judgment seat? How will the dreadful accumulation of 
their guilt sink them in despair, when they shall there meet their 
children, servants, neighbors, and perhaps a multitude from their 
own and from-succeeding generations, hardened and confirmed in 
evil speaking, and thus ruined forever by their example; cursing 
and reprobating them as the instruments or occasions of their eter- 
nalruin? Oh! to contemplate such a meeting is enough to appal 
the stoutest heart; to damp the bravest mind; and to chain and fet- 
ter the most unbridled tongue. Let evil speakers then, pause and 
reflect, before they plunge in the gulf of perdition; and let all who 
have the fear of the Lord before their eyes exert themselves with 
becoming zeal and perseverance to prevevt or check the odious sin 
of evil speaking, JUVENTUS. 
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For the Panoplist. 


THOUGHTS ON EDUCATING HEATHEN YOUTH IN INDIAS AND Pp. 
TICULARLY IN BOMBAY, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF AMERICAy 
MISSIONARIES. 


In the Panoplist for January, 1816, there isa PIECE, drawn up 
by our Missionaries at Bombay, on the subject of educ ating 
Heathen Youth in that place, with a view to their future usctuiness 
2s teachers of Christianity, 

‘The account which they give of the condition of many heathen 
youth in that place, is very interesting; and the plans which they 
propose for relieving their wanis, appear to be the result of a warm 
heart and a sound mind, 

If the reader has not cxamined that account, he is requested to 
do it, before he forms any sentiment on the expediency of the en. 
suing remarks, 

Probably two of the most important ways of effectually ding 
good to the heathen in Bombay, or any other town in India, whic h 
= mentioned by the Missionaries, are these: 

. The establishment of Native Free Schools, designed for the 
amide instruction of heathen children, and all other rs Who may 
be disposed to attend them. 

2. Vaking helpless orphan children, to live in the Missionary 
family, and to be educated as Christians under the immediate care 
of the Missionaries. ‘Tiat many such children are to be found in 
Bombay and its vicinity. appears from their statement. Indeed 
the Missionaries have now living in their family. a youth who was 
found friendless and helpless on the open green of Bombay. ‘This 
little orphan has already made considerable progress in a knovl- 
edge of Christianity. 

It cannot for a moment be doubted by any one that the objects 
we have specified deserve the liberal patronage of the Christian | -'- 
lic. ‘That such patronage may easily be given there is no reasen to 
doubt. Vhe following plan has occurred to the writer as practica- 
ble, and one, which if executed will be adequate to the present 
demand. 

‘Lhe expense of the first object, the establishment of a Native 
Free School, we are told by the Missionaries would not exceed 
twelve dollars a month, provided the school shouid contain to 
more, than fifty scholars. Let the sum be placed at one hundred 
and fifty dollars annually. 

The expense of supporting a youth in the Missionary Family 1s 
estimated at two doliars per month. Let the annual expense be 
considered thirty dollars, 

To raise the sums necessary for these objects it is proposed that 
Female Associations be formed in our churches and congregations, 
the object of which shall be to support Native Free Schools. anil 
Heathen Youth in the Missionary family under the general direc- 
tion of the American Board of Com missioners for Foreign Missions. 
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Let it be the definite object of each association to raise an annual 
sum sufficient to support ont& YourH in the Missionary Famiuly— 
which will be thirty dollars. 

There are in New-Kugland, to say the least, four hundred congre- 
gations, the females of each of which might raise by their increased 
industry and economy, thirty dollars annually, with little if any 
difficulty, and without interfering with other benevolent objecis. 
But were only one hundyed associations to be formed among all 
theses they would produce three hundred dollars annually, which 
would be an ample support for one hundred heathen youth in the 
Missionary family. It is not probable, however, that so many 
orphan children could be found at once; and if they could, the 
charge would be too great for the Missionaries at present. A part 
of the money, raised by the associations, might therefore be re- 
served by them, and appropriated to the support of Native Free 
Schools. It is believed the overplus would be adequate for this 
purpose. 

If one hundred associations should be formed, each of which 
should raise thirty dollars annually, one third of the sum raised 
would support three Free Schvols of one hundred scholars each, 
The remaining two thousand dollars would maintain seventy chil- 
dren in the Missionary family. 

Thus by a little exertion of a small part of the Christian public, 
this important design might be prosecuted in the most liberal 
manner. There are but two objections, which will probably be 
urged to this plan by any person. 

i. It will be said, that there are funds already in the treasury of 
the American Board, which may be appropriated to this object. 

In answer to this it may be remarked, that there is no doubt that 
the American Board, in consideration of the importance of this 
object, would cheerfully appropriate a part of their funds for its 
support. But itis well known, that those funds are yet small, 
compared with the magnitude of the objects they have already in 
View. [tis therefore desirable, that the poor children of Bombay 
should be supported by the increased exertions of the Chrisiiau 
public, rather than by these funds which are demanded for other 
purposes. The Christian public of New-Engtand, to say nothing 
of Christians in other parts of our country, are abundantly able 
toadd this, to the liberal plans already contemplated by the A- 
merican Board. That the American Board do not feel able to do 
this with their present funds, is evident from the fact that they 
have opened a fund for this very purpose, 

2. Jt will be said that there are a great number ef charitable 
“wteties already formed, particularly amoug females; and that 
there is danger in attempting too much, of failing to do any thing 
effectually. 

In reply it may be added-——The Providence of God is evidently 
leaching the Christian world, that. the present is a day in which 
a may ‘expect great things and attempt great things.” By 
. same providence Chr st'ans are taught, that the more they do 
In the work of benevolence, the mere they will find they can do. 
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Their ability will ever increase with their exertions. This indeed 
is what we are authorized to expect from the fulness of God’s prom- 
ises to the benevolent: “Give” says he, «and it shall be given to you 
first,zood measure:”—this may be considered as equivalent to what 
was first given; all that follows is superadded to that **pressed down, 
shaken together,” and so great is the abundance that it is added 
«running over.”—With such a promise as this before his eyes, 
the Christian can hardly hesitate as to the course, pointed out not 
only by duty but safety. Besides, the sum to be raised by each 
association is so trifling, that it will require only a small increase 
of exertion to raise it. This may be easily seen from the follow. 
ing example. Ina town in Massachusetts, the Ladies a few years 
since formed themselves into a Society for the support of Foreign 
Missions. ‘To raise their fund, the members of the society agreed 
to meet and spend one afternoon of every week in braiding straw, 
The first year their industry yielded fifty dollars, besides enabling 
them to make a handsome present to their minister. On an 
avefage the fund raised from this source, has amounted to sixty 
dollars annually. Now if one afternoon of a week spent in this 
manner would yield an annual income of sixty dollars, one afier- 
noon more spent by the same ladies in the same employment once 
in two weeks would produce an increase to their funds of thirty 
dollars, the sum necessary to,support one youth at Bombay. And 
can it be thought, that spending one half day more once in two 
weeks, that is, one day more once in each month, for such an ob- 
ject as the present, wouRl cause a sacrifice too great to be borne? 
The writer has but little doubt, if the Ladies in » should meet 
with this calculation, they will at least make the experiment for 
one year. A part of this sum might, however, be raised in another 
way. Let the feelings of children be interested in the subject. 
Let them be mate acquainted with the necessary facts; and en- 
couraged to save their mites they obtain from time to time for the 
poor children at Boinbay. Children always sympathize more with 
persons of their own class, than with any others. This object is 
one whichis eminently calculated to excite their sympathy, and 
might be made use of by parents and instructors to prompt them 
to benevolent exertion and to the formation of benevolent habits, a 
traitef character which itis of the first importance should be ac- 
quived in early life. In some cases regular plans might be adopted 
for the coHection of the charities of children. Juvenile associa- 
tions in some instances might be formed under the direction of the 
Female Associations, and considered as its branches. <A very con- 
siderable part of the sum to be raised, it is believed, might be de- 





vived from this source; which plan would be attended with the ade, 


vantage of training up many of our youth to benevolent exertions, 
and thus preparing them formore extensive usefulness at afuture day. 

We are now prepared to put the question—Is not the plan whien 
has been proposed, practicable? Among all the religious societies 
of New-England cannot one hundred associations of the description 
oiven, be formed? H they can, then three thousand dollars may be 
placed annually in the hands of our Missionaries, fox the purpe* 
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of educating heathen youth as they propose. This would enable 
them ultimately to rear up hundreds, who, by the blessing of God, 
might become the instruments of salvation to thousands of heathen. 

To the benevolent Ladies of New-England and other parts of 
our country, the writer would now put another question. Cannot 
something be done to promote this object in your society or within 
the circle of your influence? Cannot the attempt be made? and if 
made, will it not be successful? Finally, remember this object is 
to be accomplished by united exertions —Each of you has a part 
to perform. which is indispensable to the whole. And now, let me 
ask you, if the fatherless and Christless children of Bombay were 
lying in the streets, before your own door, could you forbear to 
perform that part? and if not, let me inquire again in the language 
of one of those dear Missionaries who has gone to relieve them, 
«How much, then, does their cistance from you abrogate their 
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claim on your Christian charity: 

The following rules have been judged suitable for such an asso- 
ciation: 

“For the purpose of promoting the education of heathen youth in Bombay 
under the direction of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, the undersigned have formed themselves into an association to be 
governed by the following rules— 

Art. 1. The association shall be called the Female Association, &c. 

2. The object of the association shall be to raise annually a sum which 
shall be sufficient* to support ove youth in the Missionary family at Bombay— 
a sum which it is estimated will not exceed thirty dollars. 

3. Each person who consents to associate herself shall not be required to 
give any specific sum, unless she particularly desires it, but she shall be re- 
quested to furnish herself with a charity box or a purse, for the purpose of 
casting in her own mite from time to time as the Lord shall prosper her—ard 
of receiving the mites of others and particularly of children, whom she shall 
be requested to interest in the same object. 

4, Each member shall deposit once in a year or oftener, if the association 
direct, the contents of her box or purse into the hands of the treasurer,which 
sum, whatever it be, shall be considered her part of the sum to be raised. 

5. The officers of the association shall be a Directress and Treasurer.— 
The first shall preside at all meetings and call special ones—The latter shall 
perform the usual duties of Treasurer and also keep acopy of the rules—an 
account of each meeting—and transmit, the sum raised annually, to the 
Treasurer of the American Board—whom she shall be requested to make 
acquainted with the formation of the association and their intention to sup- 
port one youth (or more as the case may be) in the Missionary family at 
Bombay. : 

6. The association shall meet once or twice in a year as they may think 
best—and at any meeting of the association, these rules may be altered by a 
majority of members.” 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


(JOURNAL OF ABDCOL MESSEE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 269.) 
May 5, 1812,-To day a Mahometan physician sent to request that Abdool 
ould visit him in the evening. He accordingly went, and found him an at- 
‘endant on the royal family at Jondpore. He has leave to visit Agra, owing 


* The females in some society wift probably feel able to support tweor three youth. 
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to sickness in his family, which required change of air. He had heard of 

Abdool’s conversation v esterday, and could not believe he was the person he 

preten ded tobe. He offered to bet two thousand rupees, that a person of 
tne family described could not change his religion. He, moreover, said, if 
it were such an one, he must know him, for they were at school together; and 
he would send for this person (viz. Abdool Messee,) and prove him to be an 
impostor, On Abdool’s going: to his house, nothing could exceed the phy- 
sician’s astonishment, to find him the very person described, and his own 
school-fellow. ‘They had a long and friendly conversation about their former 
intercourse; and read several chapters i in St. Matthew, and other parts of 
the New-Testament. On Abdool’s answering his objections, he said, ‘This 
is the way | understand you did yesterday, silencing every body by reference 
to their own customs: and so I perceive Islam will not stand.” He took a 
copy of St. Matthew, and desired to have the whole New Testament. 

Sunday, May 9.—The attendance in the afternoon was not so great as on 
some former occasions; but those who came were attentive. In the evening 
out of the fort, a greater number than ever was collected, with evident de- 
sire to hear the word. They. checked one another, in order to preserve 
silence. One, impatient at the noise around him, cried aloud, ‘‘Keep silence, 
ye accursed! and let us hear the word. Ye have six days in the week, have 
ye not, to babble and talk!” The subject was, Vhis is a fuithful saving. 
Several were in tears. One man came forward and declared he would be a 
Christian. He was sick, had long been ill, did not expect to live long, and 
these words comforted him. He had never before heard such comfortable 
words. 

May 10.—The above man came, with his wife and two children. He had 
been a soldier in the service of some native prince; and has lingered long 
under wounds received in that service. He did not discover such a sense of 
sin as tolead us to give him baptism, as he desired. Several Mahometans 
came and passed the day with Abdool. It has been a day of evident joy in 

the Lord withhim. I was deeply affected by his undisguised relation of the 
alternate pride ant despondency by which he is assaulted. 

Sunday, May 16.—Fewer attended Divine Service to-day in the fort. Of 
those who did, one has been an attendant for some time past. After worship, 
he said to Abdool, with much appearance of anxiety, that, when he was 
hearing him, no doubt reinained on his mind of the truth of what he heard; 
but, when he went among lis own friends, they warned him against the Gos- 
pel, and told him it was not the true Gospel, for the English had corr upted 
it. He begged Abdool to decide this doubt for him. Abdool recommended 
prayer to him; In the evening, many collected to hear the word without the 
tort, and great attention was paid to the accouut of the manna, W ith its ap- 
plication to Christ. A very old woman,a native ot Nujit in Arabia, came up 
to Abdool after the discourse, and held a long conversation with him in Per- 
sian; in which she repeatedly asked, if there were no salvation out of Christ; 
aud, on his as repeatedly assuring her there was not, she said at last, then 
she must become a Christian. ‘lhe old soldier attended, and still professed 
his desire of becoming a Christian. 

Sunday, May 23.—To-day a child, four vears old, 0° one cf the Christian 
families, died, which much affected all the children of the schooi, and dis- 
composed the whole house. At 3, P. M. Abdool went into the fort, where 
the usual persois attended divine worship. In the evening he went+to the 
funerz’ of the child. 

One vening, during the preceding week, he went into the city. A number 
of people collected round him, and entered into conversation; at length, they 
begged that he would sit down, and read them a chapter. He did so, anc 
read the eleventh of John. One of themtold him, ‘if you would have Us 
beceme Christians, you must come among us, and teach us the (Gospel. 
Come andlive among us, and we wiil atiend you dajly.” He told them he 
was looking for a house to hire. 

May 26, 1813.—A Mahometan came to beg that Abdool would go and look 
a\ some houses for hire. He accor divgiy weat early, and speut the whole day 
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in conversation with different people at different places. He found a house 
suitable, and agreed to hire it. A learned Hindoo took him aside, and asked 
him to say plainly the reason, why he wished to institute schools. Abdool 
replied, he did not wish to conceal his design, that all should become Chris- 
tians; but that no force would ever be put upon their wishes. The Hindoo 
said, he believed so; “‘but we are sure, 
Gospel, they will forsake our religion; for, as it is, whenever they go among 
the Sahibs, they come home wishing to be like them. Onesays, ‘Buy mea 
buggy;’ another says, ‘Let me wear English clothes;’ and we are sure that if 
they read your books, as they grow. up, they will laugh at their fathers’ 
customs. 


>> 


said he, “if our children hear the 


May 27.—Word was brought, that two rich Hindoos had agreed to pay the 


rent of the house which Abdool took yesterday, rather than let him come 
tolive there. At the same time, no ill-will is expressed, nor the least re- 
sentment against Abdool. 


May 29.—A Faqueer, of the tribe who go naked, attended by ten or twelve 


disciples, came from Juadpore, and took up his abode at the house of the 
jearned Hindoo, referred to in the memorandum of the 26th. The above 
person sent tor Abdool to talk with these Gymnosophists. Abdool began 


with saying that he was ashamed to tind himself in such company, and won- 

dered they should forget the difference between a man anda brute. The 

Faqueer said, they had attained the original state of man; for, in paradise, 

man wore no clothes. Abdool pointed out, that there they were without sin. | 
The old man pretended so were they, and that they had forsaken the world. 

After much argument, the old Faqueer begged Abdool to notice his humility; 

for, had any one else thus disputed with him, he should have been angry! 

Sunday, May 30.—Abdool was unwell, yet held Divine Service in the fort, 
and went in the evening into the city. Nothing remarkable occurred. 

June 5.—During this week a place was obtained in the city; and to-day 
nossession taken. Much care and pains had been taken in vain; and, when 
we were beginning to be without hope, the providence of God brought us the 
end of our wishes in this respect. Abdool passed most of the day at the new 
premises, and was visited by many who came to inquire about the change in 
his views. Inthe evening he received a message from a number of learned 
men, who had assembled to canvass the subject of this new way. On his 
going, the usual subjects were gone through, with this further circumstance, 
‘hat ten of them asked for copies of the New ‘Testament. 

Sunday, June 6.—The attendance in the fort was as usual; and, in the 
evening, without the fort, the crowd was beyond all former example. Even 
the tops of some of the houses were covered with Mahometans; but those of 
the crowd who could not hear, by their pressing and eagerness to pet forward, 
prevented much of what Abdool said from being heard. The subject was 
the converse of Moses with God on the mount. 

June 7.—The whole day was passed by Abdool in the city; and his house 
was like an exchange from morning till night. More copies of the Scriptures 
were sought for; and one Moonshee began to read St. Matthew with Abdool. 
Three children were brought to school, and the people speak with much ad- 
miration of the establishment of a free school. 

June 8.—Among others who came to Abdool, was a young man dressed in 
the height of the Mahometan fashion. He inquired for the person, who, 
from being Mahometan, had turned Christian. Abdool said, he was the 
man. “Ob no!” said the youth, “you are not he; he was a Mahometan, and 
is become Feringee, and dresses as the English.” Abdool said he was the 
person. The other expressed his surprise, and asked the reason of his 
change. Abdool, with his usual siinplicity, told the story of his conversion; 
and, on his mentioning his having heard the truth from a Sahib, the young 
Man confessed he was the son cf an English officer, and had been left entirely 
to the care of Mahoinetans, who instilled into his mind a hatred of the Gos- 
pel; and, on his father’s death, he embraced Islam: but, now that he saw a 
Mahometan beccme Christian, and heard his reasons, he was much in per- 
plexity. Abdool was affected to tears by this relation. ‘The young man also 
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wept. He then begged Abdool would not mention the story of his descent, 
for to-day he felt deeply ashamed, and would now set himself to learn the 
Gospei. 

‘The school increased to six scholars to-day. 

June 9.—Numbers of people visited Abdool again to-day, and many inter- 
estirg conversations took place. An old Mahometan, uncle to one of the 
principal men in the city, was asked, on going away, what he thought of 
Abdool. He answered, “What can I say? He says nothing amiss; and noth- 
ing can be objected to the Gospel! What can I say?” 

June 10, 1813.—To-day the docirine of Christ witnessed a triumph. For 
three weeks past a Faqueer, of the Jogi tribe, has come frequently to our 
morning worship in the school. On Tuesday the chapter to be read in order 
was John xvii. The subject of it, and our Lord’s manner toward his disci- 
ples, arrested the attention of the Jogi, and the tears flowed plentifully down 
hischeeks. To-day he brought his wife and child; said he was a convert to 
Jesus without reserve; and began of himself to take off his Faqueer’s dress, 
He tirst took the beads from off his neck; then broke the string to which the 
charm given him by his gooroo was suspended; then broke off an iron ring 
worn round his waist, and to which an iron rod about two feet long Was at- 
tached. He then put on some old clothes which we had by us, and said, now 
he wished to be instructed in the Gospel, and to get employment. <A rupee 
was given to procure food for the family, with which the wife went and 
bought a spinning-wheel, saying, she would spin and earn their livelihood. 
These are wonders in the history of a Hindoo! ‘The whole family afterward eat 
their dinner with Abdool of their own accord. 

To-day an old woman also, who has constantly heard Abdool on Sundays, 
brought her little all from the house of a Mahometan, where she had long 
lived, and took up her abode among the Christians, expressing a heart-at- 
fecting sense of her value for the Gospel of Christ. 

A Leper tio, who has spent years in religious observances without finding 
rest to his mind, and who has been some time in Constant attendance en the 
means of grace, took up his abode with us, saying, Jesus would cure the ia- 
ward leprosy of his soul. 

The old soldier also, and his wife and son, have cast in their lot with us. 

The school to-day increased to ten, expressly under the idea that it is a 
Christian institution. 

June 12.—The whole city seems moved with this new thing, which is come 
unto them; but not a tongue stirs in opposition. As a proof of this the Moof- 
tee of the court, whose tather is Khazee o] Khazat, or native chief justice of 
the company’s head court in Calcutta, sent to beg that Abdool would forget 
the attempt that had been made by his relatives in Calcutta to procure his 
imprisonment, and would visit him (the Mooftee) and be friends with him. 

It would be no easy task to record all the interesting discussions which 
have taken place during these two days between Abdool and the principal 
Mahometans in the city. One of them observed, that Abdool was so provided 
With armor, that none of their weapons (arguments) could reach him. 

The school increased to fifteen. 

‘To-day one of the native Christian women came to the house, and said, 
she had been to a certain place to say her beads, that great benefit arises 
from repeating the rosary, and that she would say it in behalf of Abdool. 
He thanked her, but begged she would spare herself the trouble. “Why,” 
said she, “when you were a Musselman, did you not say your beads and pray 
to your peer?” On thisthe Jogi said, “Are you asking of his former practi 
ces, or what he does now?” ‘lhe woman said, “Of his former customs.’— 
“You may as well,” said he “ask me what Idid when] was a Hindoo. ‘I 
prayed tomy idol, and fancied what I got came from him; but now I see the 
g anity of such a notion, and it is vai to talk of what he or I did im our 
former state” ‘Lhe woman said, it was surprising that these people, who 
had just become Christians, should find fault with them who had long bec? 
Christians. A Musselman asked the converted Jogi if he had indeed become 
a Christian. He answered, “Yes,”—“and eaten beef too!” “Yes,” said he, 
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“T have just now been eating with Abdool Messee.” The Mahometan asked 
the wife, if she also was become a Christian: she said, ‘*Yes by the grace of 
God.” He inquired what she saw in Christianity, that induced her to em- 
brace it: she answered, she had not yet learned much of the Gospel; and, 
being but a rustic, could not talk much \-:th him who was a learned man; 
but thus much she could say, that what she heard of the Gospel brought rest 
and peace to her soul, and therefore she had-embraced it, Their bein’; no 
water in the house, this woman took up a pitcher to go to the river; when 
Abdool told her she need not be at the trouble, the waterman would soon be 
there: she answered, she was not become a great woman within these few 
days, but would, as it became a poor woman, work for her bread, and set 
off accordingly to fetch water. ‘The husband also begged that he might be 
employed on errands, or for any other work, as he did not wish to eat the 
bread of idleness. 

Sunday, June 13, 1813.—After morning service Abdool went into the fort; 
where, in the afternoon, several strangers attended divine worship, t gether 
with most of those who have been in the habit of attending for some time 
past. In the evening the crowd was so great, and so much noise made, that 
it was in vain for Abdool to attempt to preach. 

June 14.—In the morning, Abdool went early to the house of a son of an 
European, who retains the profession of Christianity; but, in language, dress, 
and manners, Is entirely native. He had never heard the Gospel in a language 
which he could understand, and expressed much joy at meeting with thé 
translations. He had collected many Musselmen, who were afraid to come 
to Abdool’s house, for the purpose of hearing the reasons of his change. 

After this visit, a Molwee, who is called the pillar of Islam in this place, 
came to Abdool’s house with a large company. [he conversation took much 
the same turn as usual, and the Molwee openly took a copy of St. Matthew 
in Hindoostanee. 

A servant of a Rajah, arrived yesterday from Delbi, came to inquire when 
his master-could see Abdool, as, the preceding day, he had heard a company 
of Musselmen at a Musjid disputing about him; some for, others against him; 
which made the Rajah desire greatly to see him. 

June 15.—The Rajah sent a Molwee, who is one of his attendants, to make 
inquiries about Abdool, before he should himselt visit him. The Molwee, 
on reading some passages in the Gospel, said, ‘Is this indeed the Gospel?” 
Abdool answered, **Yes.”—“*Then,” said the Mciwee, “there is no salvation 
for the Mahometans.—but is this the true Gospei?” Avdocl assured him it 
was. “Then,” said the Molwee again, ‘There can be no salvation by the 
Mahometan religion. But there is some doubt in my mind about the truta of 
this book.” In discoursing, Abdool said, “Sir, my faith is founded on the 
contents of this book,” laying his hand on the New-Testament; ‘and what 
I shall assert I will prove by this book.’”’—‘tAnd my faith,” said the Molwee, 
“is founded on the Koran, and I shall answer you from it ”—*Then,” said 
Abdool, “let us begin with proving the authenticity of these books.”—“How 
do you prove the Gospel true?” said the Molwee.—‘.46. “There are four 
witnesses; Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; ail agreeing in most points, 
and contrad’cting one another in none.”—‘tAnd we have three witnesses,” 
said the Molwee.—46. “How can that be, when Omar says one is che true 
Koran; and Ali says another is; and others say, Abubeeker put the true 
Koran down a well?”—Mol. “Where did you near this?”?—/4. “ Do I not 
know the disputes between the Sheates and Soonees on this subject?”—At 
length one of the company said, ‘*Molwee Sahib, you came to dispute, why 
do you not go on with your intention?” He answered, “When subject of dis- 
putation exists, it is right to argue; but this nan says nothing unreasonable.” 
After he went away, tle Rajah came, but seemed to have been prompted by 
mere curiosity. “lwo Jogis, of the converted Hindoo’s former associates, 
came to visit him, and staid long in conversation with him, in which he ex- 
Posed the folly of their ways. 

(To be continued. ) 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
THE seventeenth annual meeting of the Massachusetts Missionary Society 
was holden at Boston, May 28, 1816, ‘The meeting was animated with a good 
spirit, and the business was conducted with great harmony. The anniver- 
sary sermon, by the Rev. Mr. Fisk of Wrentham, was higily appropriate and 
interesting. Text, Neh. vi, 3. Zam doing a great work so that I eannot come 
down; why should the work cease whilst I leave it, and come down to you, 


The officers elected for the present year were, 
Rev. Dr. SAMUEL SPRING, President; 
Rev. Dr. SAMUEL WORCESTER, Secretary; 
JEREMIAH Evarrts, Esq. 7'reasurer; ‘ 
Rev. EtijaAun Parisu, D.D. a 
Rev. SAMUEL WorCESTER, D.D. 
Dea. Isaac WARREN, 
Mr. Joun JEnKs, 
JEREMIAH Evarts, Esq. oe: 
HENRY Gray, Esq. p Trusiecs. 
Rev. OT1s THOMPSON, 
Rev. SAMUEL WALKER, 
Rev. Brown EMERSON, and 
Rev. WARREN Fay, J 
Preachers for the next anniversary, Rev. Professor PORTER, frst, Rey. 
Professor STUART, second. 





The following isthe REPoRT OF THE TRUSTEES. 
BRETHREN, 

THe Missionary appointments made by your Trustees the last vear, wereas 
follows: The Rev. Jotham Sewall, for six months, in the necessitous parts of 
the District of Maine, et large; the Rev. John Sawyer, for twelve weeks at 
Garland and other places; the Rev. Fifield Holt, for three months, at 
Bloomfield and the vicinity; the Rev. Josiah Peet, for three months, at Nor- 
ridgwock and the vicinity; the Rev, Christopher J. Lawton, for three months, 
at Prospect and other necessitous places; the Rev. Silas Warren, for nine 
weeks, at Jackson and the vicinity; the Rev. David Smith, for eight weeks, 
at Temple and the vicinity; the Rev. Pearson Thurston, for thirteen weeks, 
at St. Johnsbury, Vermont; the Kev. Calvin Park, for six weeks, at Johnson 
and the vicinity, R. I. andthe Rev. Daniel Smith, for one year, partly at 
New-Orleans, but chiefly at Natchez and other places in the Mississippi 
Territory. , ‘ 

Not only by the Board, but by this society at large, it has been considered 
a matter of great importance, that our new settlements and other destitute | 
places, should be supplied to as great an extent as possible, not only with 
the occasional labors of itinerant Missionaries, but with the stated administra- 
tions of settled ministers. In miny places, a good number of people may 
be found well disposed towards the Gospel, and desirous of enjoying the 
benefits of a regular ministry, yet not able to give a full support to a settled 
minister. Itis very desirabie that such people should be encouraged and 
helped. If in such a place a good-minister can be settled, and supported ior 
a considerable part of the year by the people, and for the remainder of the 
time be emploved and supported as a Missionary, to labor as wisdom ma} 
direct in the destitute places around hin; a great benefit is conferred not 
only upon those well disposed people who are willing todo what they can for 
the maintenance of the Gospel, but also upon others in the place not so clis- 
posed, and upon many other places. An establishment hopefully permanen 
is made for the Gospel, where otherwise it could not have been done; the 
minister thus settled is under advantages for much greater usefulness, thet 
he could have been, if only a transient Missionary; and an influence is cl 
ated, which may be extensively beneficia! in forming the people to reguiaé 
fiabits, and in preparing the way for the settlement of other ministers. 
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To this object the attention of the Board, has for:several years past been 
particularly directed. ‘hey have appointed, from year to year, a Committee 
in the District of Maine, Consisting of the Rev. Messrs. Gillet, of Hallowell, 
Ward, of Alna, and Bailey, of Newcastle, to communicate such informa- 
tion, as their local and other advantages woutd supply, for assisting the 
Board in regard to a judicious assignment of missivnary labors, and applica- 
tion of the funds of the society. In accordance with the opinion of this Com- 
mittee an arrangement was made by the Board, at tke semi-annual meeting 
in 1812, for aiding in the settlement of the Rev. Tuomas Williams, at Brew- 
er, in the County of Hancock, in pursuance of which he was shortly after- 
wards settled as the pastor of the church in that place; but with the under- 
standing, that as long as a part of his support should be drawn from missionary 
funds, a part of his labors should be bestowed on the destitute places of 
which there are many in his vicinity. Subsequently the Rev. Fifield Holt 
has been settled at Bloomield, the rev. Josiah Peet at Norridgwock, and 
the Rev. Christopher J. Lawton at Prospect, upon a similar plan; but with 
4 more express provision that tor a part of the time, answerable to the al- 
lowance made towards their support from -the funds of the’society, they 
should be held as Missionaries, sudject to the direction of the Board. 

Thus in less than four years, by the help of this Society, four ministers 
have been settled within tne limits of ‘the Missionary field, and in places of 
ereat local importance, where they have urgent cails for abundant labors, 
both as pastors of their respective flocks, and as Missionaries in the service 
of the Society to the destitute aroundthem. Speaking of them, the Commit- 
tee before mentioned, in a Communication recently received, say, they ‘‘wiil 
continue to need the patronage you have heretofore generously afforded 
them.”—**Phey are very useful in their several places.”—Their own reports 
and letters also afford very satisfactory evidence of their diligence and fidel- 
ity in their work, and reason to belicve that they are doing much good in 
their churches and parishes, and exerting a very salutary influcnce exten- 
sively around them. 

The Rev. Messrs. Sawyer, of Garland, Warren, of Jackson, and 
Smith, of Temple, were settied indeed without any previous encouragement 
of help from this Society. But their people, finding themselves not able to 
affurd them what is necessary for their support, are willing that they should 
be employed a part of the Une as Missionaries, in the many destitute places 
ii their respective viciniues. ‘hey are ail men of good report, as devoted 
and useful ministers; and appear to have performed the Missionary labors 
assigned to them with zeal aud hdelity, and to the comfort and benetit of 
Inany. 

Tne Rev. Mr. Sewall has been in the service of this Society, the mdst of 
the time for fourteen years. Of his tervent Missionary spirit, his indefatiga- 
ble activity, and his more than ordiuary success, there have been many grat- 
living proofs exhibited to the society at ditlerent times, and there will be, as 
we devoutly trust, many joyful witnesses at the appearing of the Lord Jesus. 

Tie Rev. Mr. Thurstun, agreeably to a hope entertained at the time of 
his appointment, has been regularly settled at St. Johnsbury, under favora- 
bie auspices. His labors have been biest in that place; the church has been 
increased, and the interests ot religion have been promoted. 

Deeply impressed with the conviction that the missions of Messrs. Scher- 
merhorn and Mills, and Messrs. Mills and Smith, in the south-western States 
and Lerrigories were of vast utility, and that the call tor similar labors in 
those extensive regions of deplorable destitution was urgent, the Board at 
the last annual meeting made a provisional arrangement tor another mission. 
Siortly afterwards an additionai inducemenc was offered. An official letter 
Was received by the Secretary, trom a Committee at Natchez, stating that 

Atter considerable difficulties arising from public and private calamities 
the Commissioners nominated to carry into execution the building of a 
durch in this place for the Presbyterian Soeiety happily accomplished it 
Some monihs ago, but having more than exhausted the funds appropriated 
for that purpese, which they iooked upon as the first essential step towards 
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the obtaining a permanent ministry among us, they foresce the delay this will 
occasion, and lament the want of a preached Gospel weekly among us, where 
the first rising generation stand so much in need of religious instruction and 
correct habits. To prevent these, tlrey have been advised to apply to your 
philanthropic Society for a Missionary ‘for twelve months, such an one as you 
may judge would be the most suitable person to continue his labors ‘among 
us, should it be found on trial agreeable to him to remain, and for us to give him 
a cali.” The Commissioners particularly mentioned Mr. Daniel Smith, 
whom during his former Mission they had had opportunity to hear, as being 

likely to be very acceptable to the people. Accordingly Mr. Smith, whose 
heart was burmmg within him, was appointed to this service, with a commis, 

sion which looked to the benefit not of the peopie of Natchez exclusiv ely, but 

also of multitudes in different and distant places. 

For several weeks before his departure, Mr. Smith applied himself, with 
great earnestness and with great success, to tie procuring of means for ren- 
dering nis Mission extensively and eminently beneficial. Of Bibles and money 
for the purchase of Bibles, he received for charitable distribution, as follows: 
From the Massachusetts bible Society, six hundred Bibles; from the Female 
Bi}:.e Society, Boston, one hundred; from the Bible Society of Salem and vi- 
cinity two hundred and eighty-six; from the Merrimack Bible Society one 
hundred; from the Ladies Cent Society, Ver gennes, Vermont, thirty dollars; 
from an individual in Boston, ive hundred Bibles; from a mercantile house 
in Boston, sixty-six common Bibles, eight octavo Bibles, and -hirty-six ‘Tes- 
taments; from a lady in Boston, fiity octavo Bibles and seventy dollars; from 
two ladies in Boston, twW enty-seven dollars; from another lady in Boston, 
twenty dollars; trom several other indiv iduals to the am wunt of six Bibles and 

six dollars. And from agentleman in Newburyport, he received one thousand 
Bibles for sale at cost. Fr in several original subscribers, to the New- England 
Tract Society, and other indiv id uals he received cight thousand Religious 
Tracts; fromthe Vermont Missionary Society more than five hundred double 
volumes of the Vermont Adviser, to getter with other books and pamphlets 
toa considerable amount; and from charitable individuals in divers places, 

various donaiions of books, and money for the purchase of books, and 
pamphiets of differemt kinds. ‘Lhe total amount was two thousand seven 
hundred and sixteen Bibles, more titan four hundred other bound voluntes, 
eight thousand Tracts, aud abou one thousand other pamphlets; equal, at 
the most reduced prices, totwo thousand five hundred dollars. ‘These dona- 
tions, says Mr. Smith. are pecutiarly intere sting, considered as the fruits and 
evidences of that spirit ot enlarged benevoience, which at the present day 1s 
poured out upon Zion. ‘To me they «are highly gratifying, as they have se- 
cured to me a degree of usefulness in my present Mission, far beyond what I 
could have expected from my own pe ‘vsonal labors. Some of these donations 
in point of uberality, are highly honorable to that Divine grace which pro- 
duced them. When it was known that I was preparing for a second visit to 
the south, they flocked nm upon me, almost without any solicitation or exer- 
tion on my part to obtain them.’ 

Having been previously set apart for his sacred work, sy solemn ordin2- 
tion, at Ipswi ich, Mr. Smith sailed from Boston, on the 25th October, and 
ater encountering heavy gales and no small danger, arrived at New-Orleans 
on the Jist of November. “My passage,” he says, “and provisions for the 
voyage were given me tree of expense. For this favor I am indebted to the 
Hon. William Gray, of Boston.” At New-Orleans he was very: -kindly and 
gratefully received. in his letter, dated from that city, Dec. 4, and from 
wuich the foregoing extracts were made, he says, “Again' 1 must acknowl- 
edge the goodness of God in lessening my expenses and providing me with 3 
home. Ww) hen 1 was in this city, the last winter, | paid hity dollars a mont! 
for my board. Now iam received into the bosom of a kind family, (Mr. 


Wiliam Brond’s,) and have all my wants supplied. My heart is much en- 


couraged; l address myself with alacrity to my work. The distribution . 
Bibles and other religious books is commenced. In a few weeks,I hepe " 
have them chiefly disposed of. ‘The inhabitants of this country nev er recely! 
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such a donation before. Many of them are astonished at its liberality. The 
effects of this gratuity and of every charitable exertion of this kind will, I 
think, be highly satisfactory in many respects. Not only wil the spiritual 
welfare of this country be promoted; but unkind prejucices between the dit- 
ferent parts of the Union, will be gradually worn away; and the conneciing 
links Will be strengthened and brightened by the kind iutercourse of Chiris- 
tian charity.” - 

In a subsequent letter Mr. Smith states, that during the last summer the 


Secretary of the Louisiana Bibie Society, at NewOrileans, received for dis- - 


tribution, under the direction of that Society, the following donations; from 
the Connecticut Bible Society, five hundred Bibles; from the Fernale Bible 
Society, Baliimore, near three hundred; from the Female Bibie S: ciety, Phil- 
adelphia, one hunared; from the New-York Bible Scciety, seven hundred 
French Bibles. Lhcse, together with the two thousand seven hundred of 
which Mr. Smith himself nad the charge, made about four thousand two 
hundred Bibies, sent to that quarter of our country for charitable distribu- 
tion Withi afew months. Notwithstanding, however, the numbers which 
had been distributed beture Mr. Smith’s arrival; yet when he let it be known 
that here were more Bibles for distribution the calls for them were frequent 
andearuest. He delivered at one time two hundred to the chaplain of the 
army, Who carried them to the garrison where there were six or seven thou- 
saud soldiers. ‘“*tney flocked around him,” says Mr. Smith, “eagerly asking 
fur a copy of the Scriptures. They were so very importunate that it was 
even diilicult to exercise any discretion in the distribution.” Mr. Smith de- 
posited a Cousiderable numver of Bibles at the custom-house to be distributed 
among the vessels that shouid clear out trom the port; and had assurance 
from sume ef the officers of the house, that one or two Bibles should be oi- 
jered to every Captaim, when he should receive his papers. At his request 
also, We Captain oF the steam-boat, which regularly phes between New-Or- 
leaus and Natchez, very cheeriully ordered a place to be prepared in his 
boat for the reception of books and tracts of different kinds, for the use of 
the passengers. 
_ At New-Orieans Mr. Smith spent six or seven weeks, in distributing his Bi- 
nies and other bouks auiong the destitute im that city and the vicinity; in making 
alrangements for conveying portions of tlem to the care of trusty hands im 
Gistant places; and in preaching and performing other missionary labors, as 
he uad opportunity. ‘Lhe religious state of New-Orleans,” he says, “is 
evideutly mproving.” From New-Orleans he proceeded to Natchez, where 
he arrived about the 20th January. And in a letter dated the 22d of that 
Month, he says, “*h have now commenced the lavors of my Mission in this 
place. My prospects of usefulness are in some respects pleasing; and in 
some respects they are very dark. Pray for me, that I may be kept from 
discouragement, and may be enabled to be faithful.” 

his report, Brethren, is sabmitted under a deep impression of obligation 
tothe Father of lights and of mercies, for the smiles which he has graciously 
Vouchsafed upon the designs and endeavors of this association. Your Trus~ 
tees are happy in the persuasion, that something has been done for promot- 
lug the kKnowiedye of Christ, aud the best interests of men; and to be made 
lustrumental in aay degree-of advancing the great design of heavenly mercy 
isa privilege and aa howor, Which demand to be most gratefully and devoutly 
wcknoWisdged., But when we look abroad, and view the deplorable condi- 
on of a great proportion of mankind,—tiie many thousands in cur own land, 
and the many millions in other lands, for whom Christ died, and to whom he 
has Commanded that his Gospel should be preached, for their salvation,— 
yet involved in all the wretchedness of iguorance and guilt, having no hope 
and without God in the world; we cannot but lament and be humbled, taat 
our zeal has been so languid, that our exertious have been so inadequate, 
‘at Our operations have been so limited. ‘I'he peopie, within the terroria 
“Mits over which this Society is spread, are abundantly able to support a 
hundred Missionaries constantly in tne held, and to supply them with Bibles 
and Testaments, and other books and tracts for extensive distribution; and 
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were we and the rest duly impressed with the importance of this object, 
were the same mind in us and in them that wasin Him who, though he was 


rich, yet for the salvation of men became poor,—did we and they regard the 
things of the present lite in relation to those of the life to come, as they are re- 
garded by Him; our treasury would soon be filled with the means, our hands 
with the labor, and our hearts withthe joy, of extending the biess:ngs of the 


Gospel to every destitute region and family of our country, and even to distar 


it 


lands. The spirit of Missions is yet to be raised to a height, the spirit of 
liberality is yet to be displayed to an extent, at present but little anticipated. 


It is the high purpose of heaven that “the whole earth shall be filled wit 


h 


the knowledge of the Lord,” and that ‘all people shail see his salvation to- 
gether.” ‘This purpose is immutable and will assuredly be accomplished. It 


wili be accou. plished too by human instrumentality. The hearts, the hand 
the substance of those who are blessed with the Gospel; are to be devotedly 


Sy 


employed in the work of spre: ading itin all parts of the world. ‘This Glee. 


sed, glorious work is begun. ‘The spirit of it is rising, and extending itse 
in all directions. Let us take heed to ourselves, brethren, that we do not 
falter in this spirit; that we do not fall behind others in this work. Let | 
firmly resolve to be more zealous and more active ourselves, to do what \ 


If 


yi 


1S 
€ 


can to quicken the zeal and activity of others, in our respective circles; and 
to bring to the great object for which we are associated all the means, all 


the influence, and all the efforts within our power to procure. 


DONATIONS To THE MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCTETY. 


Donations, &c. received since May 27, 1816, at which date the annual account close 


These donations were principally received at the annual meeting but could not be 


entered in the annual account. 


May 28, 1816. From the Rev. Mr. Emerson’s congregation, Salem, acollection, $59 25 
From fensale sin the congregation of the Rev. Mr. Emei rson, ° ; 35 75 
From a young gentienan ot the Rev. Mr. Emerson’s socie ty, e - ° 2 00 
A collection in the Rev. Dr. Parish’s ergs Byfield, - ° . ° m $4 50 
From the Female Cent Society in Byficld, by the Res. Dr Parish, - ° 15 i7 
A collection in the Rev. Otis ‘lL homson’s Socie ty in Rehoboth, - ° - 4 U0 
A coliection in the Kev. Mr. Thomas's society, Abington, - - - Qy (4 
From a number of ladies in Abngton and Bridgewater, - - - - QF 32 
From a number of ladies in Pembroke, ° . - . o é . 9 64 
From the Female Cent Society in Berkley, by Rev. T. Andros, - ° am 91-00 
From a few females in Townsend, by David J. Barr, - - - - 8 $0 
A collection in the Rev. Mr. Storrs’s society, Braintree, - - - ° 45 WW 
From the widow Sarah Hay, by Rev. J. H. Stevens, - - - ° 2 WU 
From the Female Charitable Society in Stoncham, by Rey. J. H. Stevens, 11 
A collec ion iv the Rev Mr. Stevens’ society, Stone ham, 2 . e 12 WW 
A donation trom Mr. Thomas Wales of Bridge swater, = - « - ° § 0 
A donztion from Mr. Ey: hraim Noyes, of Bridge water, - - - - 30 
A contribation in Rey. Mr. Fucker’s society, Rowley, = - - - . ° g2 85 
A donation from Mr. Aaron Bry ant, ° . . o - . ° JUN 
Contribution in Rev. Pcter Sanborn’s society, Reading, - . . e ° 65 09 
Fiom Miss Sukey Parke Ts Treasurer of the ‘Cent Society in Reading, by the Rev. 2 
Mr. Sanborn, “ } - ‘ at 50 08 
A donation from Miss Marthe W ee field of Reading, - - ° . - ) Ov 
From the children in Miss Martha W akefield’s school, Reaging; - - ) i 
From the cluldren in Miss “aney Pa: ker’s school, Reading, = - : . - 1 JI 
From the children in Miss Susan Wak. field’s Fale Reading, - - - 2 Ub 
From several ladies in Reading, by Rev. Mr. Sanborn, - ° - - 2 Yo 
From the Female Cent Society in Billeriea, in dilver, by Mr. Josiah Crosby, 28 = 
20, From Mr. Pevley Tenny, of Ne ‘whuryport, . . . - - 8 OW 
\ collection in the Rev. Dr. Spring’ s society in Newburyport, - - - = = 
Donation from a gentiernan in the west parish in Medway . - - - = 4 
From the Female Cent Socie ty in the west parish of Medway, by the Rev. Mr. Ide, 9* ° 
Collections in the Rev. Dr. Emmons’ society in Fr.nklin, by the Kev. Dr. Emmous, 49 4 
From the Female Cent Society in Franklin, — - - - - - : 2 ie 
Interest of a leguev, of S100, by the Rev. Dr. Emmons, - - ° ° 
ae 
Carried ferward &67! ° 
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Brought forward $67! 95 


From Mrs. Olive Howe, on behalf of the Female Cent Society in Hopkiaton, 8 35 
( ntribution at the annual Se: ..0n ia the Uld South Cliuveh, Boston, - - 11460 
From the Female Cent Society in the “ast parish of Marlboro, by the Rev. Syl- 

vester F Bucklin, a od ad - - - - - - - - 16 11 
30, Collection in the Rev. Dr. Worcester’s congregation, Salem, - - - 60 YO 


From the following individuals and societies, by the Rey. Dr. Worcester, viz. 
From females in Lebanon, (Maine,) by Mrs. Eleanor M. P. Jewett, $39 00 
From the Female Cent Soviety in Haverhill, - - - - 25 00 
Annual collection of the Pemale Tabernacle Society, Salem, ~ - 54 00—-118 00 
Fron Mrs Sarah Goodrich, Preasurer of the Female Auxiliary Education and 
Missionary Society of Newburyport and Vicinity, by the Rev. Mr. Miltimore, 102 00 
Froin the Female Cent Sveiety in Newburyport, by Mrs. Emerson, - 4 33 
From ladies in the parish of the Rev. Joha Wilder, Attleborough, : - 71 56 
A legacy from Mrs, Mary Perkins, late of Becket, who gave it in the following 
words; “fo the Massachusetts Missionary Society, a testimony of my regard 


and good wishes for the up-building of Zion,” by G. Conant, Esq. - 100 OU 
From .he Cent Society in Carlisle, by the Rev. P. Lijchfeld, e a e 3 0U 
From the Cent Society in Wilmington, by the Rev. F. Reynolds, - - 15 24 
June 3. From the Female Cent Society in Winchendon, by Mrs. Sarah Pils- 

bury, the Treasurer, - - - - - : ° ° ° - 19 26 


10. From the Rev. Mr. Fisk’s society in Wrentham, by Mr. David Fisher, jun. 63 15 
1i. From the South parish in Realing, $20 OL tor missions, and 2 50 for edu- 


cating heathen youth in North America, by the Rev. Reuben Emerson, - 22 51 
From the South Reading Female Cent Society, for the Indian school, ~ 21 00 
18. A collection iu Carlisle, by Mr. S. T. Armstrong, o ‘ “ a - 13 00 





$1,424 06 


THE ANVOUAT ACCOUNT OF THE MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
The Massachusetts Missionary Society in account with Jeremiah Evarte, Dr. 
May 27, 1816. ‘To Cash paid out, by order of the ‘Trustees, during the year 
past, as particularly spee fied in the Ledger, tor the fullowing purposes; viz. 





To Missionaries, for their services, . ° . a - §1,849 40 

For printing the Report of Messrs. Mills and Smith, - . - 54 33 

For miscellaneous and contingent expenses, - - - - 15U UlL—2,053 74 

Loss by a counterfeit bill, - - - ° . - - . 3 00 

To balance in stock, notes, and cash, - ° - ° . 3,756 37 
$5,813 11 


Contra Cr. 
May 27,1816. By balance brought to the credit of the Society, May 29, 1815, $4,027 86 
By cash received during the year past, as particularly specified in the Ledger, 


from the following sources; viz. , 
Contribution after tie annual sermon, May 30, 1815, - - $108 Ot 
Donations from individuals, - - : - - - : 98 64 
Legacies, - . . ‘ ‘ » f - - é 5 21 OO 
Contributions in eongregations, - - - a - : 623 54 
Monies coniributed by Female Cent Societies, — - - : : 345 14 
——-—— by other societies of females, - - - - - 155 92 
From 98 Annual Subseribers, $2 each, ° - . - - 196 00 
From 2 do. 4 each, - - - . - 8 00 
From 1 do. 6, i a ° . ° 6 00 
From 2 do. 16 each, ° ° - - - $2 00—1,586 25 
8) cash received as interest aud income of stock during the year past, 199 U0 





$5,813 it 


\ NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION, WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF THE GENERAL A€- 
SEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH; AND OF THE GENERAL ASSOCIATIONS UBF 
CONNECTICUT, OF NEWHAMPSHIRE, OF MASSACHUSETTS PROPER, AND OF THE GEN- 
ERAL CONVENTION OF VERMONT: DURING THE LAST YEAR. 

an ceneral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, * the United States of America, in 

stag to the Churches under their care a detailed account of the state and prosperity ot 

= “et themselves affected by mingled emotions, in which joy and gratitude have the 
scendeney, 

Patani of the operations of Divine Grace in our Churches during the past year, clearly 

rates, not only that God is “ever mindful of his covenant with his people,” that 
rn Men for ever hide his face from the children of his love, but also, that “the time. 
© Set time to favor many parts of the American Zion Aas Now come.” Vi, when 
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receiving a particular account of God’s dealings with his people, we find, in some ip. 
stavees, that “iniquity abounds, and the love of some who have professed to serve the Lord, 
has waxed cold; that stupidity, luke-warmness, deadness, or vice, have paralyzed the arm 
of religious exertion, or stopped the pulse of religious feeling,” the General Assembly fect 
thanktul to the great Head of the Chureh, that they are soon relieved from dwelling on 
these dark and depressing scenes. A brighter aud more animating state of affairs soon 
rises to notice. Tnstanees, in which “the arm of the Lord has been sigually revealed” to 
many, who had been long ‘sitting in the darkness of spiritual death,” or benumbed by 3 
lethargic indiffereree to spiritual concerns, gild the prospects, inspire with hope, encour. 
age and animate us LO Ww ait for the Divine blessing in the way of God’s appointment, and in 
the use of those means which he has desiguated. 

in noticing the events, which have transpired, during the past year, the General ‘s- 
sembly cannot but regard them as characterisii¢ of a vew, and highly interesting, era ot 
the Chureh of Christ. They can state, from information received from different sections 
of the Church, that infdelrty stalks abroad with a less confident and unblushing aspect, than 
in times past; that “imtemperance and profanity have become less frequent, and that a de- 
ceut and respectful attention is generally paid to the external duties of riety.” ‘True it 
is that this state of things does not every where prvvail. In some sections of the Chareh 
the-people of God are mourning and in tears, because the Sanpatu of the Lord is not hal- 
lowed, and because, instead of “remembering to keep it holy,” some continue to do their 
owu pleasure, and attend to scctlar pursuits on this holy day! TRAVELLING oN Tarr 
Loro’s pay is not uniiormly nor carefully avoided; and, though, in sOME parts ot our 
land, this sin is reprobated and punished, (and the General Assembly mention this facet in 
the linguage o commendation, and in hopes that it will receive notice, and imitation,) yet, 
in OTHERS, itis regarded as of a venial character, and committed with but little com- 
punction! “Lhe General Assembly advert to this, for the purpose of expressing the sense 
which they eutertain of it, as a flagrant violation cf express and commanded duty; as cal- 
culated to provoke the Divine indignation, and to bring down the heaviest judgments! 

It is with pleasure, however, that the general Assembly can report the harmony, the 
union, and the peace, of the Chureh; the fidelity of its ministers; and the instances of ex- 
ermplary piety, of fervent zeal, and of generous and devoted attachment to the cause of the 
Redeemer, which are presented to their notice, “Phe Garden of God” has been copi- 
ously watered with showers of Divine grace: many trees planted in it, have attained the 
strength and beauty of the “Cedars of Lebanon,” and brought forth fruit abundantiy. 
Amongst the MEANS Which God has especially blessed to the conversion of sinners, and to 
the edification and inercase of his Church,—Catechetical Instruction, Sunday Schools, 
and Bible Classes, deserve a special notice. 

In most congregations, the vouthful mind has been directed to that “form of sound 
words” contained in the Cutechisms ot our Church, and thus supplied with materials to 
comfort and protect them in riper years, as well as to guide them in the morning of life 
If the testimony of EXPERIENCE be listened to on this head, it will pronounce loudly in 
fuvor of communicating instruction by means of Caufechisms,; tor 1 provlaims that God 
has hitherto greatly blessed THIs mode of imparting religions knowledge. 

Sunday Schools also oecupy a prominent situation in the details of the occurrences ( 
the past year. In several portions of our land these Schools have been constituted for the 
instruction of the poor and ignorant. ‘Che moments of holy domestie leisure which occur 
on the Lord’s Jay, are appropriated to this laudable undertaking. Multitudes of the igno- 
rant and the young, having been led to the fountams of human knowledge, and taught to 
read the word of lite, have been conducted, by their benevolent instructors, to the Tem- 
ple of the living God, to seek for that knowledge by which they may *beeome wise unto 
salvation.” In the city of Philadelphia, more than five thousand CHILDREN, as well as 
many aged persons, are instructed in thismanner. In New-York, the vouthful pupils ex 
ceed four thousand. And, when noticing and approving this laudable, aud (<0 Our eoun- 

ry) novel mode of iustrueting those **who were ready to perish and had none to help 
them,” it would be ungenerous and unjust not to award the meed of applause where it has 
been so richly merited, by declaring, that “the paueurens of Zion” have done nobly in 
th:s undertaking — Uhey have certainly performed a eouspicuons and important part, ani 
deserve well of the friends of humanity, and religion. ‘They have thus been the honored 
instruments of “f/neking many of our race, as brands out of the everlasting burning;” an@ 
rendering them usetul and ornamental members cf civil society, and blessings to the 
church of God! May the prayers of the widow, and the blessings of the fatherless, attend 
and stinsulate them to further exertions! 

“ Hible Classes,” have been tormed in different sections of the church; and the object 
of their formation has been to render the young and ignorant familiar with the volume 0 
Holy Writ: and so great has been the aptitude, which has been manifested, that some a 
the children have been able to repeat to their instructors, at a single recitation, severzb 
hundred verses of the sacred volume. 2 

Bible and Tract Societies ave greatly multiplied in our conntry, during the last year 
From Georgia to Maisie endeavors have been made to convey the Word of Life; the con 
solutions, and support of the Gospel, to the remotest cottage on our borders: ‘Vhey, * ho 
have been long sitting mm the darkness of the shadow of death—without the light of revel. 
tion,—ignorant of what the Gospel of Christ has done, and what it can do, are no longer" 
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816. Narrative of the state of Religion. 


this distressing situation! The lamp o! revelation now shines in many a hitherto gloomy 
mansion; and iuminates, direets, aud cheers many a hitherto darkened soul! In the dis- 
tribution of relisious Tracts, (in which the reality aud power of Godliness have appeared, 
as manifested in the lives, and death of eminent Christians) a Divine blessing has been evi- 
dent, aud encouragement communicated not to become weary in this species ot “well 
doing.” ' 

ihe General Assembly record with heartfelt pleasure, the information they have 
received of the formation of an “yimericun Bible Society,” afew days since in the city of 
New-York; and from the unanimity mauiested by ali den minations of Christians on that 
occasion, the fervor of zeal displaved, anu eagerness manifested by the numerous, and hig ty 
respectable delegation which atieuded, to combine Lueir exertions ii promoting the Lest 
interests of their tellow men, by furnishing them with the word of lite—they cannot but 
believe that it is the “work of God,” that it will stand, and prove a rich biessing to those 
who may enjoy the fruits of its exertions. 

Ot the benefits resulting from MoKaL socrEeTIES, the Assembly are fully sensible, and 
willingly testify their approbation of the onsxcr vo effect wineh their exertions are direct- 
el; and when it is stated that these societies have been instrumental, with the jdivene 
blessing, in repressing and discountenancing profanity, intempecance, sabbath-breaking, 
and other notorious vices, further inducements weed vot be meutioued to those who stuity 
the peace and prosperity of the church, and the good order vi society, to impel them to 
promote their fdr ation, and to effect their object. 

Missionury exertions, during the last year, have been numerous, and efficacious. The 
hearts of many have been opeved to “devise iberai things in behait of thuse who are per- 
ishing for lack of knowledge.” In addition to the missionary societies existing at the time 
of our last report, seveva: new societies have been formed, and new labovers sent into the 
‘witiened fields.” The reports received on this sulject, are of au encouraging com- 
piexion, and calculated to excite Lo more vigorous exertions in fhe Gospel vineyard. 

By the last General Assembly, it was recommended to the churches to joi in “monthly 
conceris of Prayer,’ Lo Unite in carnest supplication for the speedy coming oi the kingdom 
of the Redeemer, and tor the extension of the ttumphs of the Gospel of Christ. This 
recommendation has met w.th a very geveral atteuuon; Christians oi other denominations 
than ouf own, have cordially united with usi. this interesting service. God has been en- 
sveated of by his people;—he has heard their prayers;—he has answered their petitions, 
and blessed their souls. 

Several converstons to God, in individual cases, and several revivals of religion in soci- 
elles, may be traced to these seasons of social prayer. Ln many places, “devout and pious 
FEMALES” have tormed themselves into praying societies, and obtained in the discharge of 
duty—comfort to themselves, aud light, 9nd direetion to others. 

The state of the church, during the past,year; its growth, aud prosperity; the zeal and 
diligence of its members; the effusions of the Spint of God; the convieiion and conversion 
of multitudes, who had hitherto been “dead in trespasses and sins;” the language of “praise 
which has burst from “the mouth of babes and sucklings;” these have been of a character 
eviculated to excite the strains of holy gratitude, and to cause us to exclaim, “These are 
the Lord’s doings, and wondrous in our eyes!” 

in passing from south to north, the General Assembly find in most places, a decent and 
respectful attention to the ordinary means of grace:—and in some—a special work, and ex- 
taerdiary outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

In the eity of Philadelphia, 2 very animating revival commenced in January last. A 
deep, silent, and awful work—attended by pungent convictions of sinfuiness, and misery, 
continued for some length of tine. —The good work stil progresses! 

Within the bounds of the Bresbytery of New-Brunswick, the General Assembly have 
found much to gladden the heart. Trenton aud Bound Brook have been visited with times 
ol retreshing from the Divine Presence. In Baskenridge the spirit of the Lord has been 
poured out in copious effusions. The good work, which commenced in the dcademy, was 
soon extended to the ehureb generally. A goodly number of the Students of that institu- 
“on, as wellas nauy others, have joined themselves to the Lord. 

ln Morristown, within the bounds of the etESHYTERY OF JERSEY, a work of grace com- 
menced in August last, which has beea slow and gradual in its progress, and deep and 
solemn in its effeet. It vet continues, and the number of its subjcets is very considerable. 
F From the Tesby tery of Vew-Yark, information has been received of a highly gratitying 
Haracter, In the brick ehurch in the city of New York God has been pleased to pour out 
ms spirit, aud to produce a very general inquiry-—W hat shall we do to be saved?” This 
attention to eternal coneerns commenced toward the close of the last year, and has rapidly 
a earns increased from that time to the present. ‘The subjects of this work are al- 
ot exclusively youth—the majority females—but an unusual proportion of males. 

Pe PN a similar character have been received from the Presbyvery of Hudson. In 
cae “egation ot Goshen, the revival, before existing, has greatly Increased. lu the cou. 
Rave — of Scotchtown, WV estown, Florida, and Amity, the marks of Divine footsteps 
ee pes visible. Number s have been brought to bow to the secptre of King Jesus, 

‘ip cae or ae humbling doctrines of the Cross. * ye" 
God sheared a “ep sad a Divine infiuence has been “ym and the houses of the living 
Catskill, with earnest and devout worshippers! Such also has been the case at 
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Donations to Foreign Missions. 


Jury, 


The city of Troy, (within the bounds of the Presbytery of Calumbia,) has alse been 
abundantly watered by refreshing showers of heavenly grace, and numbers have been added 
to the flock of Christ. he hearts of the ministers of the Gospel have been fiiled with | joy, 
and thei hands with emplor ment. 

As it would swell the details of this report beyond all reasonabie bounds, to give even 
concise narrative of all the reviveis of religion, which have taken place within the past 
year, in the churches under their care,—the General Assembly regret, they can oly 
mention the zames of other Presbyteries, within the bounds of which the Spirit of God 
has been poured out in a remarkable manner—of this number, are the Presbyteries of 
Winchester, Long Isiand, Oneida, Onondaga, Champlain, Geneva, and Cuyuga. 

Whilst detailing the pa: ‘ticular growth of the Redeemer’s kingdom, the General As. 
sembly rejoice to find a missionary spirit: ar ising in the breasts of the voung men who are 
attached tothe Theo! gical Seminary at Princeton; and they cherish a ration: ] hope that 
this Seminary will prov e *ta school ot Prophe ts,” who shall proce: aim Christ the way of sal- 

vation to nerishing s sinners, and consolation tothe weary, waiting soul, 

In connexion with this subject, the Assembly have he state from information commn. 
nieated to this boly, the existence of a Seminary for the instruction ot T heologie: il stu. 
dents, established at Hampeen Sydney, under the patronage of the synod of Virginia, whch 
it is hoped will in due season, furnish able and taithful laborers i in the vineyard ‘of our ce m- 
mon Lord. 

Several of the Colleges of our ‘and have been graciously visited, and the salt of grace east 
into these fountains, from which “streams may flow to make glad the eity of our God.” 
The moral habits of the youth in L707 Co lege are very encouraging. Two societies 
meet every week for “social worshi’,” be ae s occxsional meetings for prayer Several 
instances of hopetul conversion h- ve cecurrec in thi nary during the last vear. 

From Massachusetts Proper, we learn, that ¢*s co..cert of praver; the dit Fusion of the 
Holy Scriptures and religious tracts; the propag ton of the Gospe | among the destitute in 
our own country, anc in Pagan climes; and the suppression of immoral pract'ces: are|ob- 
jects which are cherished with great tervor and success! And we would reeord with|jov 
and gratitude the numerous and animating revivals of religion, which have blessed n nan) of 
the congregations in the counties of Hampshire. Hampden, and Berkshire, and in — 
parts of the state, and which have introdueed hundreds into the bosom of the Caristian 
church. The Theolog.cal Institution at .47 dover is stated to be in a flourishing eondition; 
and a society has been lote |s tor: ed in this state, which proniises to attord etticient ail LO 
pious and ind’ vent ving men, hose hearts God has inclined to the (0s) el ministry. 

The General Assembly learn with pleasure, from the delegation from the General :As- 
sociation of Coxnsrericr, that attention to religion io that quarter, execeds anv thing of 
the kind, which hes ever before been witnessed. About one-sixth part-of the whole num- 
ber of towns in that state have been visited in an eafraordinary manner, and multitudes 
have become the subjects of a lively hope. There, atso, Missionary, Bible, Pract, sieral, 

and Praving Societies, are numerous and flourishing. 

In Vermoynt, “God hes not forgotten to be gracious to his Church.” In the 
the past vear, revivals of religion have oceurred in a number of towns on the eastern sce 
of the mountain, and also in the ‘rh part of the state, particularly in the towns borider- 
ing on the lake 

New-Hawrsarre has also heen blessed with revivals. In several towns, a special work 
of grace has been begun, and continues to progress. Conecerts.tfor praver hi ve been at 
tended, ane blessed to the conversion of careless sinners, and to the comfort and edification 
of God’s own people! 

On a review of the whole, we nage reason for adoring eratitu ide and de ep humility: “Not 
unto us, not unto ns, but to thy name. O God! shall this elorious and grseious work he 
ascriled'’? Many whose heads sre whitened with ase, who have ong borne the beat an d 
burden of the day in the Gospel vineyard, declare that never have sneh exhilarating re- 
ports of the prosperity of Zion sounded in the/r ears, nor such bright: prospects met their 
eves. **Blessed then are vour eves, for what they see, and your ears, for what they heer 

Let all be encouraged to diligence e, to watchfulness, and praver, to wait upon God in the 
use of his appointed means, and to pray for the special ont-pouring of his He ly Spuit 
Bretren, the promise is sure; wait for it; it will eome; it will not tarry! 

Published by order of the General Assembly, 
Attest. J:con J. Janeway, Stated Clerk. 
Philade'phia, May, 1816. 
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DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


May 27, 1816. From a Praying Society of females in Pelham, (N. H.) Bi 
by the Rev. J. H. Charch, - - ° - 53 > 
A quarterly dovation from yecung ladies in Charlestown. (Mass. ) by Miss ¥* 
Martha Fes, ‘ ° a . . - a 
From Mr. Isune Story, sen. of Mar ! lehead, for the translations, by the do 0 
Key. Dr. Worce ster, ° ° o « - - wee 


7 dy {) 
Carried forward, $30! 
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1816. Donations to Foreign Missions. 333 


Bronght for ward, $50 Oo 
From a friend, in a letter to the Rev. Dr. Morse, having the Bellows’ 

Falls post mark, - ° > i : 7 ’ ‘ oo 
28. A sontributien in Hadley, for the translations, . . » 10 37 
From the Assisting Foreign and Domestic Missionary Society of Martbo- 

rough, Framingham and vicinity, by Mr. Samuel Witt, jun. the treas- 

urer, and appropriated as follows; viz. 


For Missions On our Own COn tinent, e - ’ * So 00 

For Missions abroad, - - . “ s : 6 U0 

At the diseretion of "the Board, " ” " $8 00-—-50 00 

From the Female Ceut Society, in Union parish, Pittsfield, by en Betsey 
Punderson, treasurer, - - ° 2 " < " é » 50 On 

From an unknown person, by the Rev. T homas Punderson, " P Pe 3 00 


From the Pemale Cent Society in Rowley, by Mrs. Harriet A. Tucker, . 20 00 
From Mr. Samuel ‘I’. Armstrong, as part of the clear profits of the fifth edition 

of Memoirs of Mrs. Newell, - - - - - - - - - - 166 00 
29 From the late Mrs. Hooper, wife of the Hon Nathaniel Hooper, of Mar- 

blehead, remitted by ber children, by the hands of the Rev. Mr. Bartlett, 10 00 
From a female friend of missions at Hanover, (N.H.) by the Rev. Professor 


Porter, - - - - - - ° : : - 5 00 
From a young lady in Franklin, (Mass. ) by the Rev. Dr. Emmons, for the dis- 
tribution of the Bible, - - - - - ° . 4 00 


From the Female Cent ‘Society in Hopkinton, ( Mass.) appropriated to foreign 
missions, - - - - $6 78 
From the same society, appropriated to the distribution of the Bible, 6 20—--12 98 


From a society of females in Mauchester, by the Rev. James ‘Thurston, 25 00 
30. From a female friend of missions, by Wr. Artemas Woodw ard, - - 2 OV 
From Mr. Samucl Mann, of Wre utham, or the translations, by the Rev. E. Fisk, 5 00 
From a triend, by Mr. Samuel T. Armstrong, : - - - - ° 3 50 
From a friend to missions in ouaniiaes appropriated half to missions and half 

to the school funds, - - - - - - . - - 6 00 
From Mrs. Mary Gre ‘ge, of Char le stown, and three of her children, Daniel H. 

Thomas, ‘and Mary », acrownh each, fore sducating heathen eaten - - 4 40 
From Mr. Daniel Hardy of Pelham, - - - - - - 4 OU 
From the Female Cent Society in Dracut and Chelneshord, by Miss Sarah 

Varnum, - - - - - : - - - - 20 00 
From the Fe male Cent Susi ety in York, Maine, - 5 U8 
From the Fo ‘eign Mission Soci ety ot Litchfield county, by U ried Hol: mes FE 94. , 

the treasurer, “a which twenty -five dollars were ap} propr ated by the donors 

tu the translations, . - 1,016 48 


From the following societies, by Mr. Heury Hudson, agent of ‘the a at 
Harttord: viz 








From the Female Foreign Mission Society in Franklin, (Con. ) - 50 00 
From the Female Fore ign Mission Sucice ty in Durham, (NX. J.) by sors 

Sibyl Hart, - : - . : . - 42 04 
From the Auxiliary Female Mission Socicty of Glastenbury, - 19 50 
From ladies in M.ddlese t. C on.) by the Rey. Mr. Fisher, - - 41 37—-102 87 
From the Female Cent Society in Worcester, by Mrs. Lydia Taylor, the trea- 

Pos, : : ‘ : : . - = 3016 
From two female friends to missions in Boscawen, LN. H.) by Str. Philip C olbey, 3 00 
From three female frieuds of missions in Concord, og Hi. ) by Mir. Philp Colbey, 8 00 
Dropped into the . - - * 14 
June 1. Fiom Mr Edward W alker, te Mr. Ss. T Armstrong, - - 1 10 
From the Society of the Friends of Morals and Missions in the west parish of 

Westminster, | (Ver. ) by the Rev. Dr. Lyman, - - 8000 
From the Female Cent Socie ty in Lee, ior the echo: fund, by the Rev Dr. Hyde, 31 16 
From the Ladies Cent Society in Dalton, by Mrs. Lovina Jeunings, Treasurer, 26. 31 
From a mother, for the instruction of heathen children, by the Rev IW.T ucker, 1 oo 
From Ladies of the first parish in Pitts field, by Mrs. Maria M. Allen, 2 ¥ 35 00 
4. From a female friend to nis sions, by Mr. ‘R. Pearse, half to Foreign Mis- 

_ 0us, and half to the school fund, - - . e . 10 00 
+. From the reli igivus charitable society in Hardwick, by William Cutler, Fisq. 

Mer Treasurer, : - 2 " i ‘ 4 . 37 75 
'. From Mr, Roland Builey, to the aid of foreign missions, m . ‘ Lue 
From the Female Cent Soci ty in Wilmington, tora mission to the western 

” tediaek bs Mrs Asenath ‘Thompson, "Treasurer, * - ~ 95 40; 

rom a lady’ in New-Hampchire, by Mr. Samuel P. Armstrong, - - 8 0 

rom the iollowing individuals, by Mes. Henw uh Dana, of Orford, N.H. viz. 

A lady in Fai: lee, (Ver.) - - - - - - 1 50 
do. 2 ‘ b + , 54) 
Three females in Orford, - - - - . . $ 00—S5 (1G 
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334 : Revivals of Retigion. Jury, 
rs Brought forward, $666 14 
15. From Hon. Jedidiah Huntington, of New-London, for the schvol fund, ‘ 10.06 
From a widow in Athol, - : . ° ° ° ° 1 Ww 
From 4 friend to missions in Athol, by Samuel T. Armstrong, aoe 1 00 
14 From a branch of the Heathen Friends’ Socicty m Fairhaven, by the Rev. 
S. tlolmes, - - - ° of . yoo y we d 5 50) 
15. From Dea. John Ashley, of West-Springficld, by the Rev. Bezaleel Howard, 5 00 


20. From the toliowing indi duals and Socicties, by Timothy Dwight, jr. 
the ugent of the Board at New Haven; viz. 





From Miss Smith, of VV oodbridge, > . a . » @ie 
From Mrs. Clark, of do. > - . ~ - - 75 
From the Female Foreign Mission Society of Greenwich, by Mrs. Raimah 
Walker, President, . ‘ " ‘ 2 ? 63 25 
From the Foreigu Mission Society of New-Haven and its vicinity, + 127 -00—192 09 


ai eaten a 
$2,133 xs 

N. B. The reader is requested to correct, in the list of donations published the last 
month, the two following errors; the sum, received from the Foreign Mission Society 


0. Newark and the Vicinity, shouid be 200, wand that from Air. William Johuson, of 
Westborough, should be $5. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION, 


Extract of aletter from the Rev. Dr. M’Farland, Coneord, (N.H.) “I have the pleas- 
ure tv inform vou that there is im this town a picasing attention toreligion. We cannot'state 
precisely the nucsber who have given evidence of a saving change, but we hope ther¢ are 
more than fifty.” 


The following letter, received from the Rev. S. Holmes, gives the details of a revival in 
New Bedtovd, 
To the Editor of the Panoplist. 

With the greatest pleasure T have noticed, in the last numbers of your excellent publi- 
eation, mach information res; ceting pslicular attention to religion in different plhces. 
Lutellivence of this*kiud does not jail to glacden every benevolent heart. Nothing cn be 
more Interestiog tothe tri ncs of Zion and evangelical truth, than to hear of the prospeti- 
ty of the church. While Lvejoice, T hope with gratitude, for the glorious and extensive 
awakenigsin many Lowns anc societies, | would not despise the day of small things among 
the people with whom Lam coancetedin the ministry. 
Within six vears we have been favored with two revivals prior to the one on which some 
remarks will now « made. ln both we hope the number of sixtv at least became traly 
pious The last wonwer, not fav from the middle, the distinguishing merey of God | was 
again * scovered in the awakening o: some individuals. For some wecks nothing general 
appeared bat rather ae unusnal atlention to mectings, and disposition to hear when it the 
house Of God. About the close of winter, the Spirit of God appeared powerful and |con- 
vineing 1p his Operatious—meetings though frequent were much crowded, and many were 
deeply sens:ble of their lost aud deploreble condition as totally sinful creatures. In géner- 
al, such as were under awalening were rationally convinced of the character of God, their 
ewn character, and the only terms of salvation. Nothing appeared which might be deem- 
od enthusiastic, but a dreadful solemuity rested on many minds. Though meetings were 
silent and without noise, the sadiess OF suany countenances aud a fiood of tears exhibited be- 
fore all beholders the state of the mind. Vho woik was gradual in its progress, and such 
as indulged a hope, did it with ‘vembiing lest they should be deceived. Fear of a deceptive 
hope, Lnever saw so universalinany awakening. lathree months we hope nearly forty were 
made to bow to the seeptre of Jesus. About twenty have united with the Congregational 
church, with whom Liabor, and eight, T think. have united with the Calvimstie Baptist 
shurch—others have no united with any chuich. It may truly be said divine sovereignty 
us seldom been more visible in an awakening. Ay ong the persons who are now inter: 





: . . ‘ ‘ the 
r¢-Ung as followers of the meek and lowiy Jesus, manv were exceedingly opposed to tue 


doetrines of grace, and some had refused to hear them. Most of the persous of whom we 
hope, were from the age of filicen vears to thirty. Anong them a number of young men, 
who are promising for future uscfuliess in the church of Ged. Theatte tion was evidently 
began and continued by God, and every particle of the praise belongs to him. IT may just 
add that there is at the present time seme attention in a neighborhood four miles from this 
sillage. Also in a village in Davtnouth there ie a general attenuon In Rochester as° 
within three months, it is hoped that forty or fity have been born into the kingdom of oof 
Lorda d Savior. —Wishing merey, grace, peace and prosperity to the church, 1 rejuaie 
c 
YOULS, at. 

























































Boston Femaie Education Society. ' 


ANNUAL REPONT OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE FEMALE EDUCATION SOCIETY OF BOSTON. 


Oonr eyes have affected our hearts, while tuking a view of the moral state of the world, 
and beholding the ruins of the fall. 

We have seen the blind, teaders of the blind; the Savior robbed of his Divinity; the 
Creator rauked with the creature; and the Gospel plan of salvation rejected and despised. 
We have witnessed the languishing state of the church; sheep seattered without a shep- 
perd; lambs wandering froin the fold, aul no one to gather them. We have beheld the 
waters of the Ganges substicated tor Uh waters of life; and “the fruit of the body offered 
forthe sin of the soul.” Alas! “the dark corners of the earth, are full of the habitations 
ef ernelty.” We have seea thousauds ait millions of ow fellow beings walking in the 
way, that leads to death; nay, whole natious sunk in idolatry, thoughtless aud ignorant 
of ‘their final destiny. : 

Enjoying the privileges of the sanctuary, we have pitied the humble followers of the 
Lamb, who are not fed and streigthened by the preached word; who cannot assemble 
withthe saints, from Sabbath to Sabbath, to hear the sacred truths of he Go pel unfolded. 
With weeping eyes, we have sven them cast down and diseoursged; beeause there was no 
one to break tothem the bread of life; and though their cry is, *“pevishing souls,’ sand their 
tears and prayers evinee their ardent desire for the preached Gospel, yet, in vain have 
they sought relief; with heart-felt sorrow, they have to lament, that “the harvest is 
plenteous, but the laborers are few.” 

Deeply impressed with these truths, and stimulated by the belief that there were many 
pious youth, who would be extensively useful in the church of Christ, who would gladly 
spend and be spent in the Gospel ministry, had they the means of acquiring an educa- 
tion; solicitous to encourage their pious designs, and alleviating their aching hearts, by 
affording them pecuniary aid; a few ladics, aficer prayerful and deliberate consideration, 
united their efforts for this objeet, and thus indircetly to extend that Gospel, which 
proclaims *‘;eace On earth, and good willto men.’ Such were their views and feelings, 
and such their object, when this Society was formed, March, (815. Sometimes, however, 
they were cast down from discouragements » ithout, and confliets within, but though ‘rain’, 
yet, pursuing” their feeble efforts, have been crowned with sucecss. The counsel of 
the Lord, that shall stajd. Vo his praise be it spoken, their most sanguine expectations 
have been realized. When the Lord pleases to xecomplish his designs, with infinite ease, 
he ean prepare instruments to exeente bis purpos’. ‘The Board gratefully reeoguize the 
hand of the Lord in the origin and progvess of the society; amd beg leave to offer the fol- 
lowing report of their transactions, 

he Society numbers at present one hundred and twenty subseribers. Five have with 
drawn, aud three h. ve deceased.— Mrs. Elizabeth Duren, Miss Sarah Hills and Mrs. 
Sarah Abbot. 

{ lhe board here devote # page of the report to make a grateful record of the worth of 
Mrs. Duren who took a lively interest in the concerns of the Society, had been its secre- 
tary, and a member of its board ] 





Anrount of annual subseriptions, - - - - ~ - - $183 00 
Donations, . . - . - - - - 198 30 
Interest on money loaned, - - - - - - : - 8 75 

Total, $390 05 


Among the ntimber of donations,the Society have gratefully to acknowledge the reception 
at S110, from Rev. Vr. Emerson, of Beverly, being the Avails of the First Edition of the 
Writings ot Miss Fanny Woodburv. They have also to acknowledge the donation of 
519, from three gentlemen, and likewise the donation of three large blank books from 
atriend, estimated at $15. Several donatious in clothing estimated at $50, nave also 
been gratefully received. 

The contingent expenses of the Society have amonuted to $9,60. The Society have 
two young men of talents and hopeful piety under their patronage, for whose board they 
have expended $60,355, and still owe $34. They have loawed also, to a young gentleman, 
$100, without interest. for the purpose of aiding him in his academieal studies, with a 
view to the Gospel ministry. ‘There are also ou iaterest, ({200, and remaining in the 
treasury, $§ 20,12. | 

Uhe two young men, under the patronage of the Society, weve examined, by the Com- 
mittee, in ‘the presence of the Board, with regard to their pecun ary circumstances, 
their religions sentiments, their experiences, and their views and feelings relative to the 
“aspel ministry. The examinations were interesting and satisfactory. Mixed sensations 
JOY, pity, and gratitude vibrated in the bosoms of the Board, while the scene made an 
HAD" ession on their mi:ds not easily to be effaced. 

With pleasing antieipations, they datter themselves, that one day, they shall behold 
these vouth with wisdom and understanding, feeding the sheep and the lambs of the 
great Shepherd of Israel; nav, with an eye of faith, they look through th’s vale of tears, 
this thorny maze to that haven of rest, where they hope to spend an eternity with them, 
_ = children, that may be given them, in aseriptions of praise to Him, on whose aton- 
ng slood, both the patrons and the patronized are equally dependent for pardon and salva. 

4 Boston, arch, 181! 
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36 Installations and Ordinations, 


NORFOLK BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Tas Suciety held its annual meeting on the 12th of Mareh last. The number of Bibles 
distributed the past year by the Society is 65, and of Testaments 125, the receipts for the 
same peried amount to $295 63. We will quote one paragraph from the annual report, 
“The exertions of these societies, [bible] aud the many kindred associations excited 

and fustered by the same spirit, are already exercising a sensible and most happy influ. 
ence upon the moral interests of our country and taankind. Alveady many are going 
to and fro, and knowledge is increased. A.veady the eye of Faith can discern the first 
streaks of that morning when the Sun of Righteousness shall arise, to warm and en- 
lighten the world with his glory. Ln contemplauin, this progress, and certain consumma. 
tion of our toils, we cannot but feel ourselves cahed upon to renew our diligence in the 
great duty and business of our society. In onr part of the world, indeed, we fear that the 
subject has never vet received that degree of attention which is eertainly due to its meiit 
and importance. And yet in no state perhaps, is the charity we provide more loudly de. 
mande:! by the wants of the people. In nostate, at least, are the preachers of the Gospei, 
$0 utterly inadequate to the extentof the population. There is indeed an awtul scarcity, 
if not an actual famine of the word of the Lord. And shall we, can we, look on the suf- 
fering state of eur brethren, owr kinsmen, according to the flesh, without feeling the 
bowels of Christian iove move with compassion tor their forlorn and desolate condition? 
Do we believe that the Bible is indeed the word of life, and that Savior whom it reveals 
the only name given under Heaven, among men, whereby we must be saved; and shall 
we abandon the least of those for whom he has died, to the perils of their ignorance, 
without an effort for their relief? And while we unite our hearts in fervent prayer to the 
Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth move laborers into his harvest, shall we not 
at least endeavor to turnish the starving souls of the poor, with that cheaper supply which 
is more immediately within our power through the medium of this charity? Let it be ob- 
served too, that the laudable spirit which begins to prevail in our state, for the establish- 
ment of Lancaster Schools (a spirit, we may be permitted to remark, inspired, or cer- 
tainly cherished by Bible Societies) already promises to multiply the objects of our be- 
nevolence, by increasing th: uumber of those who are able to read, at least among the 
rising generation. Adi to this, what we are encouraged to hope, that it will not be long 
fore our cities shall be blessed with charitable associations for the instruction of poor adults, 
and we shall hasten to enlarge our funds, that we may be prepared to mect the increas- 
ing want of the poor. And above all, when we observe how the influence of our labors, 
feeble as they are, is felt through all the dearest charities of society, we shall never cease 
to cherish an institution which seems to set the whole syste of benevolence in motion.” 
‘Tire officers for the present year‘are; 

James Niman, President, 

Waient Sourscats, Vice-President, 

Wirttam Maxwe rt, Corresponding Secretary, 

Grorck W. Camp, lecarding Secreiary, 

Joux M’Puair, 7'reasurer. 


INSTALLATIONS AND ORDINATIONS, 


Ow the first of May, the Rev. Joas Freip was installed as pastor over the churel: 
and society in Wrentham North Parish. The Rev. Benjamin Wood, of Upton, made 
the Lntroducting Prayer; the Rey. John Ne'son, of Leicester, delivered the Sermon from 
2 Timothy iii. 16,17; the Rev. Mc. Wilder, ot Attleborough, made the Installing Prayer; 
the Rev. Nathaniel Emmons, D. D. gave the Charge; and the Rev. Richard S. Storrs, 
of Braintree, made the coneluding Prayer. 

On the (ith of May, was ordained to the work of the Gospel Ministry,over the Churce 
and people of Bethiem, the Rev. Joux Laxepov.—At the same time, two Missionaries, 
the Rev. Srepuks Masox, and Hermaw Hatsry, were ordained to the work of the 
Ministry, appointed by the Board of Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut 
to labor as Evangelists, in tlre State of Kentucky. The several parts of religious service, 
o11 the solemn and interesting occasion, were performed by the following Ministers—the 
Kev. Joel Brace of Newington, made the Introductory Prayer; the Rev. Nathan Perkins 
D. D. of West-Hartford, preached the Sermon from 1 ‘Tim. iv. 16; the Rev. Uriel Giid- 
key, of Watertown, made the Ordaining Prayer, at the consecration of the Pastor; 
and the Rev. J. Williams, of Harwinton made the Ordaining Prayer at the consecration 
of the Missionaries; the Rev. S. Goodrich, of Worthington, gave the charge to the Pastor, 
and to the Miss onaries jointly; the Rev. Amos Pettengill, of Litchfield, South Farms, 
presented the right hand of fellowship to the Pastor; the Rev. Daniel A. Clarke, -. 
Southingtou, presented the right hand of fellowship to the Missionaries; the Rev. grt 
‘Tyler, of South-Britain, made an address to the people; and the Rev. Nathan Perkins, 
jun. of Amherst, (Mass.) offered the cone!nding prayer. ’ - Dr 

On the 2tstof May, the Rev. Narman Lorn, as colleague Pastor with the Rev. 4! 
Barnard, over the Church and congregation in Amherst, (N. H.) _ “a 
. At Dracut, the Rey. Wittiam Goutn, over the First Church and Religious Secret? i 
That town. 




















